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The life story of Shakyamuni is a
v e ry important part of

Buddhism. We recently observed a
service commemorating the end of his
life, Nirvana Day. This month we go
back to the beginning – Hanamatsuri
is a celebration of the birth of
Siddhartha Gautama, who would go
on to become Shakyamuni Buddha.

Obviously, the story as it comes
down to us is not “historical” – there
are many mythical elements, and the
story was embellished over the cen-
turies – millennia even – since the
actual time that Siddhartha was born.
Perhaps the most unbelievable ele-
ment of the story is the fact that the
newborn Siddhartha is able to walk
and talk! Apparently he looked in the
four directions, then took seven steps
and proclaimed, “I am first in all 
the world!”

One way to rationalize this is that
the followers of the Buddha’s teachings
embellished the story of the Buddha,
making the Buddha appear superhu-
man. In a way, the story has ended
before it has begun! Under normal cir-
cumstances, a baby comes into the
world completely helpless, depending
on its parents to feed and protect it. It
gradually becomes aware of its envi-
ronment and begins to explore, per-
fecting its movements and developing
the ability to speak. But here we find

the baby Buddha able to do these
things despite having just been born.
Perhaps we can see this as symbolizing
the potential of the Buddha to reach
p e rfection, present from the very
beginning. And we can then further
see this as representing the potential
for perfection in every person, in each
one of us.

Of course, this does not deny the
narrative of personal growth – we also
know the story of the Buddha’s life in
which he grows up as a prince, shield-
ed from suffering, only to reject that
life in order to embark on a quest for
the true meaning of life. And we also
celebrate his attainment of enlighten-
ment with Bodhi Day and his memori-
al with Nirvana Day. Similarly, our
own lives can be seen as narratives, as
a process of development and change.
Each one of our stories is different –
one of my own personal challenges
was being half-Japanese both in the
United States and in Japan. I remem-
ber during college thinking to myself,
“Am I Japanese? Is there any part of
me that is Japanese?” There have been
times in my life when I re j e c t e d
Japanese culture, and other times such
as now where I have embraced it. A
more recent issue for me has been rec-
onciling the musician part of my life
with my life as a minister. I spoke
recently at the Institute of Buddhist
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TEMPLE TID-BITS

Osonae & Flowers:
The families of the following

have offered flowers and Osonae
for their memorial service:

Janet Tsukahira for mother,
Kiyoko Kuwahara - 1 year

Sumi Murashima for husband,
Jim Murashima - 1 year

Terri Isono for husband, Yosh
Isono - 25th year

Studies Symposium on Buddhist
Music, and this was the first time that
I played my music for people while
still being “Rev. Harry.” In hindsight, I
saw this as a turning point, as a devel-
opment of my identity.

Of course, perfection is difficult, if
not impossible, to reach. Maybe
instead of using the word “perf e c t i o n ”
it would be better to say that we strive
to be the best people that we can be,
at the same time recognizing our
i m p e rfections. But Buddhism does
give us something to strive for – the
B u d d h a ’s life is an example for us to
a s p i re to. And even if we do not
achieve the perfect compassion and
enlightenment of the Buddha, we can
still engage in a life of self-re f l e c t i o n ,
deepening our awareness of the
Buddha Dharma and writing our own
n a rratives as we live. 

President’s Musings…
BY STEVE TERUSAKI

Since taking office in early
February, I have been involved in

a number of significant discussions
and memorable events that are impor-
tant predictors of our future as a tem-
ple Sangha and for BCA as the larger
national organization. In this month’s
article, I would like to share these
experiences and offer my reflections.

National Council Meeting. Annually
at the end of February, leaders from
each temple convene at the National
Council Meeting to address the busi-
ness matters of BCA. This year the
meeting was hosted by the Southern
District temples and organized by the
Orange County Buddhist Church at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Irvine, CA.
Over 160 delegates from Districts
around the country gathered under the
theme, “May Peace and Tranquility
Prevail Throughout the World.” On
the business side, resolutions were
passed to approve the BCA budget
modestly increasing BCA dues by
~$3.50 to ~$85.75 per member; by-
law amendments clarifying CBE and
its relationship to BCA, and also clari-
fying BCA’s legal name itself; approval
to provide clerical assistance for the
21st Century Campaign manager,
Robert Noguchi paid from campaign
funds; a request to the National Board
to develop a “pragmatic” plan for a full
external audit of BCA financials; and
an endorsement of Commerce West
Insurance Company whereby BCA will
receive a modest revenue source based
on BCA members purchasing auto
insurance with this carrier.

The National Council meeting how-
e v e r, is more than just the business of
BCA.  It is also an opportunity to hear

the broader events happening at the
national level and to meet and share
experiences and information among
individual temples. At the IBS
Symposium before the Council
Meeting, Rev. David Matsumoto o rg a n-
ized a series of talks on Shin Buddhist
music through the ages by Rev. Mas
K o d a n i (Senshin), Mr. Scott Mitchell,
Rev. Harry Bridge, and Mr. Peter Hata,
f o rmer guitarist for the band,
H i roshima. It was an enlightening dis-
cussion with demonstrations that
included Rev. Bridge p resenting his
original compositions. The symposium
followed aptly on the Dharma of Music
seminar put together by CBE the week-
end before. In the opening dharm a
message, Socho Ogui challenged the
audience to look forw a rd, embracing
change to make Jodo Shinshu a major
religious tradition in the US. The 750th
Memorial Celebration of Shinran
Shonin was much discussed with plans
for next year’s celebration in San Jose at
the 2010 National Council meeting
playfully presented in a skit at the end
of the banquet. During the banquet
Socho Ogui made presentations to
honor the five recently re t i red ministers
including our own, Rev. Seigen
Y a m a o k a. Honored for Lifetime Serv i c e
w e re Mr. Nobi Hanyu and Mr. Hiroji
K a r i y a. Mr. Kariya was also awarded an
h o n o r a ry doctorate from the Institute
of Buddhist Studies for his significant
e ff o rts and support to IBS over the
years. Also honored was Mr. George
A r a t a n i as a Special Aw a rd recipient for
his significant support to BCA.

One of the most memorable events
of the weekend was the Eitaikyo
Service with the theme, “Transmitting

Hanamatsuri
continued from previous page
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the Dharma from Generation to
Generation.” The theme was fully
enacted as the current ministers
passed the baton to members of the
Youth Advocacy Council (YAC) who
then took the mantle and directed the
service including the chanting of the
Juseige and moving dharma messages
by Brandon Yanari (Palo Alto and a
sophomore at Cal) and Chloe Tagawa
(Berkeley and BD Jr. YBL president.)
A new gatha sung by Orange County
Buddhist Church dharma students
and musical numbers by the Lotus
Band from West Covina Buddhist
Temple were interwoven with the
talks. Rev. Yamaoka followed with his
keynote dharma message on the Triple
A’s – Aw a reness, Authenticity and
A p p reciation, truly realizing and
appreciating the efforts of BCA’s Issei
pioneers that have allowed the organi-
zation to become what it is today. Rev.
Yamaoka and all in attendance were
moved by the passing of the baton to
the youth of the BCA acknowledging
that the Nembutsu is alive and well as
BCA looks to passing its legacy to its
next generation of leaders.

CBE Seminar – The Dharma of
Music. Over 30 individuals from as far
as Southern Alberta, Canada and
Honolulu, Hawaii came together to
share in a unique weekend of Shin
Buddhist music. Music talent abounds
in the BCA and it was rewarding to see
that many are pursuing new horizons
in the way music is used as part of
Jodo Shinshu services. Members of the
Hawaii Kyodan, the Tacoma Buddhist
Temple, the Berkeley Buddhist Temple
and Mr. Gordon Ay Tye have created
many new gathas and remixes of old.
Historical roots of Shin Buddhist
music were part of the Opening

Service with gagaku and chanting of
Raisan-ge were followed by an English
version set to melody of the Juseige,
recorded by our own Rev. Bridge. As
with all CBE seminars, the weekend
p rovided networking opport u n i t i e s
among music directors and music
leaders within the BCA, the Hawaii
Kyodan and the Buddhist Churches of
Canada so that future collaboration
and coordination can be possible.

O u t reach and propagation in
Oakland. A lively discussion ensued at
the February Board meeting over an
initiative to pursue various activities
for outreach and propagation of Jodo
Shinshu within and beyond our sang-
ha. Insights into previous efforts were
expressed and welcomed as we go for-
ward. Currently, June Masuyama and
Rev. Bridge are working to outline
plans for new programs and activities
to encourage broader attendance and
participation. More to come…….

As an organization, both at the local
and national level, there are many
individuals committed to spre a d i n g
the Nembutsu teachings. In this
month alone, I have encountered the
promise of our BCA youth who have
found a voice through the Yo u t h
Advocacy Council (YAC); committed
individuals at the national level whose
t i reless eff o rts seek to move the
b u reaucracy of BCA; the immense
musical talent of directors and youth
involved in music for the temples; the
commitment of our ministers to the
enduring aspect of Shinran’s teachings;
and individuals on our Board whose
actions and efforts on behalf of the
Oakland sangha are selfless. I feel hon-
ored and privileged to work with and
s u p p o rt each and everyone. Namo
Amida Butsu. 

President’s Musings
continued from previous page Hanamatsuri

Service - April 5

Happy Birthday Siddhartha, the
Buddha!

Celebrate the birth of Siddhartha,
the Buddha, by pouring sweet rain on
his statue and by listening to our own
Rev. Harry Bridge. The schedule for
the day is:

9:00 a.m. Kambutsu, pouring of
sweet tea on the Buddha

10:00 a.m. Family Hanamatsuri
Service

12:00p.m. Otoki lunch
12:45 p.m. Entertainment by

Dharma School students
On SATURDAY, APRIL 4th at 1pm,

we will build the Lumbini Garden rep-
resenting the place where the Buddha
was born. We need 4” pots of plants
and flowers to surround the statue.
Students, please bring your stuffed
animals to welcome the Baby Buddha
to our church. A dana envelope has
been attached to the Busshin. Your
contribution is most appre c i a t e d .
Thank you. 

We will have the Hatsumairi-
Infant Presentation Cere -

mony for those children 12 months
and younger. They will be presented
to Amida Buddha on May 17, 2009, in
conjunction with the GotanE –
Fujimatsuri Service. If you know of
any new babies, please notify their
families about this program. An 
application form is included with 
this Busshin. 

Hatsumairi-Infant
Presentation
Ceremony
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Can You Spare Some Change????
Look for the Water Bottle

If you have any spare change, and would like to donate to the Dharma
School’s Dana Project, please put it in the Water Bottle in the Social Hall.
All monies will be donated to the Center for the Buddhist Education at
the Jodo Shinshu Center. This will be a year long project.

2009 President
and Board of
Directors

George Negoro honoring out-
going President, June
Masuyama; incoming President,
Steve Te rusaki addressing the
congregation; the new Board of
Directors.
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Momiji Kai News 
BY MRS. NANCY YAMAMOTO

Welcome!!! To our new minister
Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge and

Mrs. Bridge. We look forw a rd with gre a t
anticipation to your guiding us along
the right path in the years to come.

Many, many thanks and appreciation
to Mr. George Yokoyama for his years
of dedicated service as Treasurer and
Busshin reporter for the Momiji Kai. As
they say in Japanese, “Nagai aida ose-
wasama deshita”. Thank you to Mrs.
Fusae Yoshida for agreeing to take over
this position.

T h u r s d a y, Febru a ry 19, we all enjoyed
lunch at Tony Romas in Jack London
S q u a re which was made possible by the
Ichioka / Nakao Foundation. Sincere
thanks go to Mrs. Jean Nakazono for her
hand and dedicated work in handling
the preparations which go into an event

such as this. The table favors were so
c l e v e r.  Thank yous also go to every o n e
who brought goodies.

Wednesday, March 11, we will be
joining the Hiroshima Nikkeijin for a
trip to Cash Creek Casino for the day.

T h u r s d a y, March 19, Mr. Dennis
Katayama will again be showing films
of his latest trip, this time to Spain and
Italy. Dennis will also be the narrator of
this event. His shows are always most
informative and interesting.  Following
the showing, lunch will be served.

On the illness front, Mrs. Fusano
Horimoto is doing quite well and she
is quite appreciative of all who inquire
and visit her. On our visit, she looked
well and was happy to see us. We let
her know how much we missed her.

Mrs. Tsuyako Mizusaki was injured in

a freak accident in which a neighbor’s
dog broke from his leash and jumped
on her, biting the right wrist and
knocking her to the ground. She suff e r s
f rom painful back injuries but is able to
walk about. We wish her a quick re c o ve ry.

Mrs. Patsy Yokomizo has had major
surgery but seems to be doing well.
Our thoughts are with you Patsy and
are praying for your recovery soon.

We thank Mr. Moe Neishi for his
generous donation of Joseph Schmidt
chocolates to our organizations.

Special thanks go to Ms. Patti Hirota
( Yoga instructor) for volunteering her
s e rvices to the Momiji Kai. She leads
us in various exercises suitable for sen-
iors and helps us limber up our stiff
and tired bones. Thank you so much
Patti, we do enjoy your classes. 

Dennis Katayama’s Travel Presentation - November 6
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Well March has certainly come
in like a lion…we are grateful

for the much needed rain. Dharma
School is gearing up for their
Hanamatsuri Program. Parents, please
make every effort to have your child
attend classes on March 15, March 22
and April 5 as we will be practicing 
for Hanamatsuri.

The Dharma School would also like
to extend a special thank you to the Jr
YBA for chairing the service on
Sunday, March 1 and giving a great
d h a rma talk to the sangha in the
absence of Rev. Bridge, who was
attending the National Council
Meeting in Irvine, CA. A special thank
you to Sam Yoneyama for leading us in
sutra chanting and Miharu Okamura
for playing the organ.

Under the chairmanship of J o n i
Hiramoto, the Dharma School is plan-
ning a Family Night on Saturd a y,
March 28 at 6:00 pm. All Dharma
School Families, grandparents and

friends are cordially invited. It will be
an evening of fun and good cama-
raderie. The evening will begin with a
short service, followed by dinner and
an evening of games and crafts. We
hope you will be able to make it.  

On April 19th, a Pets Memorial
Service will be observed. If you would
like to remember a beloved pet, please
contact the office and give them the
name of your pet who has passed
away. A name card will be made and
displayed at the Memorial Service. 

Be on the look out for the Spare the
Change Bottle in the social hall. If you
have a few pennies to spare, please
contribute. At the end of the year, the
spare change will be donated to the
Center for Buddhist Education. Also
thank you for your dana in contribut-
ing dry and canned goods to the
Alameda County Food Bank. There are
many who are in need as the economy
is experiencing a downturn.

In closing, the Dharma School grate-

Dharma School News…
BY JANET UMEZU

Our pets are very import a n t
members of our families. In

remembrance of our beloved family
pets, we will have a Pets Memorial
Service on April 19 at 10:00 as part of
the Family Service. Please complete
the form below and we will have a
card made in your pet’s memory. You
may also bring a photo of your pet(s)
if you wish to place it on a table in
front of the Onaijin.

Please submit to the office by April 5
to have a card made: 

-Your Name.
-Your Pet(s)’s Name and the year

she/he passed away.

Pets Memorial

fully acknowledges the following indi-
viduals for their generous dana:

Mrs. I. Uota - Granddaughter Mia
Oran’s 14th birthday

M/M Norman Abrahamson - Henry’s
b i rt h d a y, C h a r l o t t e’s Birthday &
Promotion

M/M Ron Nomura – Special Dana
Thanks to John Minamoto, Tomita

S h i m a m o t o, June Masuyama, R o n
Nomura, and Chieko Endo for collat-
ing the Busshin for the Dharm a
School’s turn.

Due to Hanama-
tsuri, April’s Birthday
Sunday will be cele-
brated on April 12.
Those celebrating
b i rthdays in April
a re: Grant Kamita,

Zach Kuga, Brennan MacMaster,
Mason Medeiros, Kiyomi Nomura,
Mayumi Nomura, Remy Orans and
Madison Suko. Happy Birthday and
hope to see you at service. 

Rev. Bridge Seeking a
Wedding
Planner/Coordinator

Are you an experienced planner

of events and parties? Sensei

needs someone to assist him with

weddings at the temple. The coordi-

nator will work with the happy couple

to plan and facilitate hondo decora-

tions, rehearsal, organist, music, pho-

tography, security, and the details of

the cere m o n y. Please contact R e v .

Bridge (510) 832-5988. 

The Dharma School 

Cordially invites you to a 
Gathering of Family, Friends and

Fun

Family Night
March 28, 2009

Buddhist Church of Oakland
6:00 pm

Service followed by dinner and
activities
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Like every other month for the Jr.
YBA, February was very event-

ful.  We kick started with a biscotti
fundraiser by way of Bay District. We
all filled the whole downstairs baking,
preparing, and bagging the biscotti.
Thank you to all of the volunteers
spending Friday night and Saturday
helping.

The following week, the Jr. YBA
from San Fernando Valley (close to
L.A.) came to spend the weekend at
the Jodo Shinshu Center. On
Valentine’s Day, many people from Bay
District came out to welcome them to
the Bay Area and enjoy some activities.
We had a tremendous amount of fun!
Our Jr. YBA was privileged enough to
spend even more time with them! On
Sunday, they visited our temple and
stayed for service and an activity. We
all made friendship bracelets. Thanks
to Miharu for thinking up such a great
activity. We all had a lot of fun making

Youth Club News
BY DAVE HIROTA

and trading our bracelets. Big thank
you to Ms. Donna Hamamoto f o r
teaching and helping with the bracelet
making. Unfortunately, shortly after,
they had to leave. Many of us still keep
in touch and we hope to visit and see
them again soon!

L a s t l y, our Jr. YBA hosted our annual
Udon Luncheon. Thank you to all of
the parents that helped that weekend
to make sure everything went smooth-
ly and was pre p a red properly! We
would also like to thank every b o d y
who came out and supported us! Yo u r
s u p p o rt is always greatly appre c i a t e d !

The 2008-2009 basketball season is
coming to a close. It was another suc-
cessful year that went by way too fast.
The Youth Club is planning to celebrate
the season’s end with an appre c i a t i o n
dinner for our coaches, managers and
b o a rd members on Friday night Marc h
27 at 6:30 pm in the church main hall.
A delicious dinner buffet style will be

s e rved so please set aside the date.
T h e re will be a sign up table for Bazaar
and Obon shifts at the dinner starting at
6 pm on a first come first served basis.
After that, all additional sign ups will be
handled by email.  

In addition, managers are to turn in
all uniforms washed. Deposit checks
will be re t u rned or cashed for any
u n re t u rned uniforms. Registration
f o rms for the 2009-2010 will be avail-
able at the dinner and soon online at
the church website. Any new players
i n t e rested in joining the pro g r a m
should turn in their paperwork asap
in order to re s e rve a spot for next sea-
son. We are especially in need of fifth
or sixth grade boys for our D team. If
your child is watching too much tele-
vision and/or addicted to video games,
basketball is a great way to get them
out of the house, getting physical
e x e rcise and socializing with other
g reat kids.  

April 5, 2009

Please join us for this joyous celebration!

Hanamatsuri
Potluck Luncheon

This year we will be having a potluck lunch following the service.
We are requesting that each family please bring a 

MAIN COURSE.
Salads, drinks, and dessert will be provided.
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Like every other month for Jr.

YBA, February was very event-

ful. We kicked started with a biscotti

fundraiser by way of Bay District. We

all filled the whole downstairs baking,

preparing, and bagging the biscotti.

Thank you to all of the volunteers

spending Friday night and Saturday

helping. The following week, the Jr.

YBA from San Fernando Valley (close

to L.A.) came to spend the weekend at

the Jodo Shinshu Center. On

Valentine’s Day, many people from Bay

District came out to welcome them to

the Bay Area and enjoy some activities.

We had a tremendous amount of fun!

Our Jr. YBA was privileged enough to

spend even more time with them! On

Sunday, they visited our temple and

Jr. YBA News 
BY LYNNE TAKAGAKI

stayed for service and an activity. We

all made friendship bracelets. Thanks

to Miharu for thinking up such a great

activity. We all had a lot of fun making

and trading our bracelets. Big thank

you to Ms. Donna Hamamoto f o r

teaching and helping with the bracelet

making. Unfortunately, shortly after,

they had to leave. Many of us still keep

in touch and we hope to visit and see

them again soon!  Lastly, our Jr. YBA

hosted our annual Udon Luncheon.

Thank you to all of the parents that

helped that weekend to make sure

everything went smoothly and was

prepared properly! We would also like

to thank everybody who came out and

supported us! Your support is always

greatly appreciated!. 

Morning Coffee

Welcome at the BCO
Join us

for coffee, tea, hot
chocolate, bagels

and muffins 
every Sunday morning

from 9:15 am to 9:50
am before service.

Relax, chat with other
members, 

welcome visitors.

San Fernando Jr. YBA visit
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April Shotsuki Memorial Service
Service: Sunday, April 12, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon by Reverend Harry Gyoko Bridge

Family and friends are invited to attend this monthly memorial service for those listed below. If any errors appear in the
list below, please notify the church office at (510) 832-5988 at your earliest convenience. Next month’s Shotsuki

Service will be held on May 3, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.

Mrs. Kinoe Adachi – 33rd year
Mr. Shigetaro Adachi 
Mrs. Shima Akiyoshi
Mrs. Beatrice Akiko Bunna 
Mr. Heisaku Fujii
Mr. Sakichi Fujii
Mrs. Tsue Fujii
Mrs. Takano Fukuda 
Mr. Kikuhei Fujimoto
Mrs. Mary Fujimoto 
Mr. Tsuneji Gonda
Mrs. Shige Harada 
Mr. Alan Hayashida 
Ms. Ichiko Hirao 
Mr. Kijiro Hori
Mr. Misaku Horiuchi 
Mrs. Toshiko Ikeda 
Mrs. Matsu Ishikawa 
Mrs. Toku Kamano
Mr. Jim Kanada
Mr. Sanzo Kanagaki
Mrs. Kitoe Kaneko
Mrs. Kimiko Kaneshige – 1 year
Miss Pamela Kaneshige 
Mr. Tadashi Kaneshige 
Mr. Paul Kanzaki – 7th year 
Mrs. Ise Kato 
Mrs. Tora Kido 
Mr. Kikutaro Kimura
Mr. Kunio Kisanuki 
Mr. Joe Kiyota 
Mrs. Kiku Kobayashi  
Mrs. Sono Kobayashi 
Mr. Kenso Kobori 
Mrs. Yasue Mae Kodani – 7th year
Mr. Sannosuke Kurotori – 50th year
Mrs. Pati Ritsuko Lomas 
Mrs. Jane Matsui 
Mr. George Isamu Misaki 

Mrs. Kiyo Miyagawa 
Mr. Isao Mizusaki 
Mr. Miyako Mori 
Mr. Toshio Mori 
Miss Takako Murakawa 
Mr. Shozo Nagai 
Miss Ellen Naito 
Mr. Mitsuharu Naito 
Mr. Shigeo Naito 
Mrs. Jeanette Nakagawa 
Mrs. Asano Nakano
Mr. Wasaburo Nakano
Mr. Yonezo Nakatani 
Mr. Kiyoshi Nakaya
Mr. Hideaki Noda 
Mrs. Ayako Nomura 
Miss Kazue Nomura 
Mrs. Junko Nomura 
Mrs. Kikuko Nomura
Mr. Shunso Norimoto 
Mr. George Okai 
Mr. Taigi Oniki 
Mr. Tokuzo Otaguro
Mr. Matsutaro Otsuka
Mrs. Etsuko Ryujin 
Mrs. Kimi Sakai 
Mrs. Isa Sata
Mr. Jukichi Seta 
Mrs. Shizu Seta  
Mrs. Fuji Setaka
Mr. Tetsuo Shigematsu 
Mr. Tsugio Sugimura   
Mrs. Kita Sumimoto
Miss Keiko Takahashi 
Mr. Yozo Takahashi 
Ms. Cynthia Takemoto 
Miss Pam Tamori 
Mr. Shoji Tamori 
Mr. Shinnosuke Tamura

Mr. Ichitaro Tanabe
Baby Tanaka 
Mr. Kyuzaburo Taniguchi – 50th year
Mrs. Yakuye Terada 
Mrs. Iku Tsuchiya 
Mrs. Grace Tsujimoto 
Mr. Chujiro Watanabe – 50th year
Miss Mary Wehara
Mr. Katashi Yamabe  
Mr. Minezo Yamamoto 
Mr. Risaku Yamamoto 
Mrs. Ruth Yamamoto  
Mr. Toyotaro Yamanashi 
Mr. Henry Yamashita 
Mr. Fred Yokoyama 
Mrs. Yone Yoshioka
Mr. Henry Yoshisato 
Mr. Kiyoshi Yoshiura 
Mr. George Yuto 
Mrs. Kei Yuto 
Mr. Risaburo Yuto 

DEADLINE FOR 
MAY 2009 BUSSHIN 
ARTICLES: April 6th

A rticles submitted after this
date may not be printed. Send
a rt i c l e s to Joyce Yokomizo:

email: joyce@yokomizo.com 
fax: (415) 970-0810 
You can also send articles to

Sam Yo n e y a m a at the churc h
office.

BUSSHIN COLLATION by the
Youth Club on Thursday, April
1 6t h at 7:30 p.m.
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Shinran’s 750th Memorial Service at Hongwanji

The Hongwanji in Kyoto, Japan is currently formulating plans for the year-long 750th memorial
observances for Shinran Shonin in 2011.  Memorial services for Shinran Shonin will be held begin-
ning in April of 2011 and concluding on January 16, 2012.

The Hongwanji has announced that members from the overseas districts (BCA, Hawaii, Canada,
South America, etc.) are invited to attend the 750th Memorial Service for Shinran Shonin in 2011.
The following date has been specifically set aside for groups from the overseas districts to attend the
service at the Hongwanji:

Shinran Shonin 750th Memorial Service for Overseas District members
Place: Hongwanji – Kyoto, Japan
Date:   *May 15, 2011
Time: 9:30 a.m.

Please note that the World Buddhist Women’s Convention will be held in Kyoto on May 17, 2011 in
conjunction with the 750th Memorial Service.  Those planning to attend the May 15th Memorial
Service may also plan to attend the Women’s Convention. 

In order for BCA to provide an estimate of expected attendance numbers to the Hongwanji, they are
requesting a preliminary submittal of those who are planning to attend the service and the Women’s
Convention.  Please call the office with the information below; or copy and complete the form and
return it to the office by March 30, 2009.  Oakland will consolidate numbers and provide to BCA by
their requested April 1, 2009 deadline. If you have any questions, you can e-mail Steve Terusaki at:

steve_terusaki@mba.berkeley.edu

Once we have a preliminary tally, we will begin discussions regarding travel and accommodation
arrangements.   BCA has made arrangement with the Bay Area branch offices of JTB USA, Inc.
(Japan Travel Bureau) and Kintetsu International to assist with travel plans.  Contact information for
JTB and Kintetstu International is available in the office.

Yes, I am planning to attend:

______ 750th Memorial Service at Hongwanji on May 15, 2011 only

______ World Buddhist Women’s Convention on May 17, 2011 only

______ Both the Memorial Service and Buddhist Women’s Convention



BUSSHIN APRIL 2009

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April 2009

9:30 a.m.
Kambutsu

10:00 a.m.
Hanamatsuri

Otoki
Dharma School

Presentation

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma &
Shotsuki Service

11;45 a.m.
Jr YBA UnagiDon

Lunch 

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma
& Pet Memorial

Service

7:30 p.m. Collate
Busshin by
Youth Club

Bazaar Shifts
Due

Dharma School
Teachers’

Conference

Dharma School
Teachers’

Conference

No Service

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

Busshin
Articles Due!

1:00 p.m.
LIne Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
OBWA Cypress
House Project

10:00 a.m.
OBWA Cypress
House Project

7:30 p.m 
Board Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Youth Club Mtg.

7:00 p.m
EB YAL

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

7:00 p.m
Concord Howakai

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

11:45 a.m.
Jr YBA UnagiDon

Lunch

2:00 p.m.
Ikebana

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

1:00 p.m.
Hanamatsuri
preparation

6:00 p.m.
Ashland

Hanamatsuri

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

7:00 p.m
Fukuoka Sister

City Ass’n

7:00 p.m
Bazaar

Coordinating
Mtg
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May 2009

8:00 a.m. 
Jr YBA Parent Day

Breakfast

10:00 a.m. 
Family Dharma

Service
Adult Study

10:00 a.m. 
Family Dharma

Service
Adult Study

10:00 a.m.
OBWA Cypress
House Project

Busshin
Articles Due!

Obon work
schedules due!

7:30 p.m. Busshin
Collating by

OBWA

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

Holiday
Office Closed

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:30 a.m
Cemetery

Visitations: Vallejo,
Mt. View, Chapel of

the Chimes
Fremont, Mt. Eden

Cemetery San
Lorenzo

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

2:00 p.m.
Ikebana

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

10:00 a.m
Fujimatsuri

GotanE 
Hatsumairi Infant

Presentation

6:00 p.m
Ashland Howakai

10:00 a.m.
OBWA Cypress
House Project

9:00 a.m.
Colma Cemetery

Visitation

9:30 a.m.
Cemetery Visitations:
Lafayette, Martinez,

Pacheco, Concord, El
Cerrito, Chapel of

the Chimes Oakland

5:30 p.m.
Memorial Day

Service

7:00 p.m
Fukuoka Sister

City Ass’n

7:00 p.m
Obon

Coordinating
Committee

7:30 p.m 
Board Meeting

9:00 a.m
OBWA Mtg

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma &
Shotsuki Service

12:00 noon
OBWA Spring

Luncheon

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

6:30 p.m 
Adult Gakuen

7:00 p.m
Concord Howakai


