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It’s really hard to believe that I have
been the minister of the Buddhist

Church of Oakland for almost a year
now. I have almost made it through a
f u l l - y e a r-cycle of events, including
most of the major services and events.
The rhythms of the temple are very
interesting, from the weekly pattern of
Sunday service, monthly occurrences
such as Shotsuki and Board Meetings,
and annual events like special services. 

Another interesting rhythm for both
BCA and Nishi Hongwanji that began
a year or so is the IMOP program, or
“ I n t e rnational Ministers Orientation
Program.” In the past, ministers from
Japan took classes and had orientation
in Japan, then went to their assign-
ments. But beginning last year, a new
t h ree-year orientation program was
started at the Jodo Shinshu Center,
run by Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara (who
also does the Corre s p o n d e n c e
Course). Potential Kaikyoshi come to
Berkeley for three months in order to
experience what life as an overseas
minister entails. Not only are they
given the chance to interact in English
on a daily basis – they are also able to
take classes on American culture and
interact with ministerial students. An
important part of the program is the
opportunity to give a Dharma Talk at a
local temple, and this year, we are for-
tunate to be that temple. This year’s
participant in the program is Rev. Yuki
Sugahara, and he will be part of the

service on Sunday, December 6 that
includes Bodhi Day, Shotsuki, and the
B WA Members Memorial Serv i c e .
Please join us to listen to and encour-
age one of the overseas districts’
potential new ministers.

Finally, we have entered the rhythm
of the holiday season. Not only does
this happen annually, but it has a
rhythm and feeling all its own, both in
the temple and in general society. Of
course we are familiar with
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Years, even if we didn’t grow up in the
temple. But Buddhism can give us a
different perspective on these holidays
and on the season in general. It seems
to me that our American society tends
to focus on buying things and vaca-
tion. There isn’t necessarily anything
wrong with this, but if we take a
Buddhist view, then maybe we can
instead focus on gratitude and mind-
fulness. In a way, the season is book-
ended by two gratitude-centere d
events – Thanksgiving and Ho-onko –
with a seasonal event in the middle:
“Christmas,” which I prefer to think of
as the solstice, kind of the opposite of
Ohigan. Let us take these opportuni-
ties to reflect on all the causes and
conditions that make each moment of
our lives possible, and to try and
remember not to take life for granted
and to live life to its fullest. New Years,
perhaps the peak of the season for
Japanese Buddhists, gives us the
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opportunity to be mindful and reflect
on our lives and ourselves, to enjoy the
company of family and friends, and to
acknowledge our appreciation for the
teachings of the Buddha in our lives. 

In gassho,
Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge 
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TEMPLE TID-BITS

BCO Line Dance Group

Do you have two left feet? Are

you an aspiring contestant for

“Dancing with the Stars?” Then

come join us for line dancing les-

sons led by our ever patient Jean

Nakazono.

Classes are held every Monday

at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.

There is no age limit. Creaking

bones are especially invited. We

have fun eating fabulous snacks

and socializing during breaks.

Thank You!

The church staff extends grati-

tude to John Minamoto for his

expertise preparing and mailing

the Busshin every month and for

keeping the grounds and church

f ree of trash. Another unsung

member is Lou Minamoto who

cleans, maintains and volunteers

every week at church…must be

the genes!

Classified Ad Section
We are planning to have a 

CLASSIFIED ADS section in the
Busshin. Let us know if you have
something you’d like to advertise.
Be sure to give a detailed descrip-
tion, photo if possible, price, and a
contact. Email to: joyce@yokomi-
zo.com or mail to the Buddhist
Church of Oakland, 825 Jackson
St., Oakland CA 94607.

President’s Musings
BY STEVE TERUSAKI

The rains have started, the leaves
are turning; turkeys are in the

oven, and the airwaves have started
blaring ads for Christmas shopping:
yes, another year is coming to an end.
I am reminded of a dharma talk on age
and perception of time: life is like a
toilet paper roll; the more of the roll
that we’ve used, the faster and faster it
goes. When we near the end of the
roll, each piece of toilet paper
becomes more and more precious.
Having reached the ripe young age of
56, I can definitely say that the roll
spins pretty fast: I can’t even imagine
how it might feel at 75, or 85, or 95.

It is also that time of year for those
who do their tax planning to consider
donation amounts to your favorite
charitable organizations. Charitable
organizations also know this and are
aggressive with their requests for con-
tributions at this time of year. With the
dire economy, many organizations are
bearing the brunt of reduced contri-
butions. If you have the ability to do
so, please dig a little deeper this year
so that you can make a difference to
those who are less fortunate and in
most need. Also, within our own
Sangha, and the broader sangha that is
BCA, there are also needs that require
our attention. I wish that you might
consider making your year-end dona-
tions to the following causes:

21st Century Campaign / BCA
Endowment

Center for Buddhist Education –
both the Endowment and curre n t
operating funds

Our soon to be announced BCO
Roof Renovation Campaign

Every dollar helps, so please consid-

er these as you decide on your chari-
table contributions for 2009.

A few items of note:
The Board has given its nod to an

account dedicated to flowers for the
Nokotsudo. Donations can be made to
the account with checks written to the
Buddhist Church of Oakland. Please
let the Office Staff know that your
donation is for “Nokotsudo flowers.”
Persons purchasing flowers for the
Nokotsudo are encouraged to submit
receipts for reimbursement of flower
and other expenses for items of trib-
ute, or remembrance in the
Nokotsudo.

Registration forms for the BCA
750th Shinran Memorial Symposium
and Banquet on February 27, 2010 at
the San Jose Fairmont Hotel are avail-
able in the Church Office and on the
C h u rch website. Please see the
enclosed flyer for specific information
regarding the Symposium. The regis-
tration fee for the Symposium and
Banquet is $110. If you plan to stay
overnight to attend the Sunday 750th
Memorial Service, rooms are available
at the Fairmont and should be
re s e rved individually. For those
attending Sunday’s Memorial Service
only, the Church is coordinating plans
for a chartered bus to provide trans-
p o rtation to San Jose and back.
(There will be no service at Oakland
on that Sunday.)

Tours for the May 2011 observance
of the 750th Shinran Memorial at the
Hongwanji in Kyoto are being final-
ized. There are two basic tour options
under consideration for Bay District
members in addition to a tour by the
Palo Alto members: Tour A offering a
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Momiji Kai News
BY NANCY YAMAMOTO

tour of the Hokuriku region (Niigata-
Joetsu, Toyama, Kanazawa) before the
Memorial Service and World Fujinkai
C o n f e rence (lead organizer – S t e v e
T e r u s a k i); Tour B offers a tour of
Takayama, Nagoya, Tokyo and Ibaraki
after the events in Kyoto (lead organiz-
er – Rev. Taniguchi.) There is also an
option for travel to the Kyoto events
only with the Rev. Taniguchi group;
leaving the itinerary open afterwards
for individual plans. That would also
be an option for Tour A. Both Tour A
and B will offer a joint dinner with
Hoppo-Fukuoko delegates to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
the Hoppo-Fukuoka/Bay District 
relationship. Please contact me to
e x p ress interest by e-mail
< s t e v e _ t e ru s a k i @ m b a . b e r k e l e y. e d u >
or by leaving a message with Office
Staff. Prices are dependent on specific
numbers and the dollar-yen exchange
rate, but we should expect that the
tours (exclusive of airfare) will be in
the range of $2300 - $3000 per per-
son. We will need to pro v i d e
Hongwanji an estimate of numbers of
attendees by December 1, 2009.

The 2010 JASEB calendar has pub-
lished last year’s pictures of several
organizations, including the Buddhist
Church of Oakland. The staff at JASEB
would like to express their sincere
apologies for any inconveniences 
created.

F i n a l l y, I look forw a rd to seeing you
all at this year’s Mochitsuki on Sunday
December 13th. We need lots of
hands to wash and cook the mochi-
gome; form and cool the mochi; and
pack the finished mochi for every o n e
to pick up. Order forms are available
in this month’s Busshin, or by calling
the Off i c e .

SACBC Buddhist Church of Oakland
Fundraiser
BY JEAN NAKAZONO AND DIGGER SASAKI

Thank you to the Bingo
Volunteers and the Snack Bar

Pastry Donors for their participation
on Friday, October 23, 2009. Because
of our (BCO) participation in the
Bingo for that evening, our church will
receive $500.

We thank the following volunteers
who donated their time and effort on
that evening, working at the refresh-
ment counter, bingo card sales, special
and pull tab sales, verifiers, and 
payouts:

Harry Berglund 
Dennis Katayama
Yo Kawabata
Ruby Kuritsubo
Namie Naito
Yosh Nakano
Jean Nakao
Jean Nakazono
Tak Otsuka
Valerie Otsuka
Agnes Sasaki
Digger Sasaki
Carol Thunen
Daisy Tsujimoto
Darrin Wong
Dorothy Yanagi
Sally Yokomizo
Thank you to the following persons

who donated cakes, pies and cookies
for the snack bar:

Chieko Endo
Setsuko Furuta
JoAnne Hayashida
Mary Hiromoto
Ruby Kuritsubo
Maya Lawrence
Lou Minamoto
Namie Naito
Tomita Shimamoto
Daisy Tsujimoto

Nancy Yamamoto
Mollie Yoneyama
As you can see, it takes a lot of peo-

ple for this bingo event, but it is a
worthwhile fundraiser for our church.
SACBC Bingo is held every Friday
evening unless there is a special event
at SACBC. Please join us for the next
bingo. You will meet lots of people
and get to know your Sangha mem-
bers, while raising money for our
church.

The Church thanks all of you for
your continued support.

BCO Bingo coordinators,
Jean Nakazono and Digger Sasaki 

It is hard to believe, but the year
2009 is coming to an end. I am

s u re the members of this group will
concur with me that we did have a
w o n d e rful and active year. Of course,
our many luncheons were great, but
the high light was when L a u r a
Takeuchi b rought in the college intern s
who spent the day with us seniors. I
think we all felt young again mingling
with these young students. It was tru l y
a wonderful experience for us and as
we hear, for the students as well.

As the year comes to a close, the
group will be going to Spengers on
Thursday, December 3, 2009, for the
year end luncheon and to tour the
nearby shopping areas after the 
luncheon.

Happy Thanksgiving to you all, and
I do hope you have enjoyed reading
about our activities during this 
past year.



BUSSHIN DECEMBER 2009

•4•

Dharma School 
Collection

If you have any spare change, and
would like to donate to the Dharm a
School's Dana Project, please put it
in the Water Bottle in the Social
Hall. All monies will be donated to
the Center for Buddhist Education
at the Jodo Shinshu Center. This
will be a year long pro j e c t .

Dharma School 
Collection

Highlights from our November
meeting:

OBWA would like to thank all those
who helped with hosting our Hoppo-
Fukuoka guests and making their visit
enjoyable and memorable. In particu-
lar we’d like to thank:

Maya Lawrence and June Masuyama
for hosting their home stay.

Rev. and Mrs. Yamaoka for accompa-
nying and serving as interpreters on
their shopping trip to the Vacaville
Outlet mall.

Rev. Michael Endo for conducting
the service at BCO.

Chieko Endo, Daisy Tsujimoto, and
Carol Thunen for providing refresh-
ments at the social. We also want to
thank Carol for providing dessert at
the BBT gathering.

Carol Thunen and Kathy Terusaki
for providing transportation and
preparing the omiyage.

OBWA would also like to thank the
following for their generous donations:

Mrs. Fujimoto for the FBWA confer-
ence registration fee.

Kimiye Ozawa in appreciation for
the visitation

Terri Isono in appreciation for the
s u p p o rt and omimai during re c e n t
hospitalization

Hideso and Julia Neishi family in
appreciation for visitation

Gloria Fujimoto to express her grati-
tude to the OBWA

Plans for attending the Shinran
Shonin 750th Memorial in Kyoto are
being finalized. Please let Patti Hisaoka
know ASAP if you intend to go.

Upcoming dates to note:
Nov. 20th – Hondo Cleaning at 9

am, card making workshop at 10 am

Nov. 22nd – Eitakyo Service: Toban
“A” otoki

Dec. 6th – Next OBWA meeting,
Members Memorial, Installation,
Bonenkai 

Newsroom OBWA
BY GAYLE NOGUCHI

The Youth Club would like to
welcome new additions Lauren

Yu, Makenna Thiel, Mathew Drake
(Okamoto), Nathan Casey, Nicholas
Iwanaga, Wesley Ishizu (Yokomizo),
Sarah Aoki, Madison Suko, Jalen Fu,
Chloe Tan, Ben Yokota, Princeton Liu,
Collin Chu, Mason Medieros (Naito)
and Lauren Bang. We also welcome
back Grant and Glen Kamita.

The 2009-2010 edition of the Youth
Club consists of eight teams with
approximately seventy eight players.
New coaches include John Ng, Russell
D o i, Ken Wong, Eric Masamori,
Alexander Yu and John Casey. New
managers are Suzanne Neishi, Karen
Owoc and Ted Sakauye. Teams are
currently practicing at four different
gyms in Oakland. 

Games begin in December, sched-
ules will be available in subsequent
Busshin newsletters or online at the
BCO website. It is not too late for any
church member or grandchild of a
church member to sign up to play this
season but final rosters are due to the
league soon. Any interested church
members should contact me. This year
we have approximately twenty five
c h u rch members playing on our
teams. Come join the fun! 

DEADLINE FOR 
JANUARY 2010 BUSSHIN 

ARTICLES: December 1st

A rticles submitted after this
date may not be printed. Send
a rt i c l e s to Joyce Yokomizo:

email: joyce@yokomizo.com 
fax: (415) 970-0810 
You can also send articles to

Tomita Shimamoto at the church
office.

BUSSHIN COLLATION by the
Dharma School on Sunday,
December 13t h after service by the
Youth Club.

Youth Club News
BY DAVE HIROTA



Sakaki Wong (Masako Sakaki’s daugh-
ter) for baking such delicious ghost
cupcakes, and to Ron Fujii of Fujii
Melons for the donation of watermel-
ons. Thank you also goes to all the
Dharma School teachers who helped
in keeping the event org a n i z e d .
Everyone did such an awesome job.

So now that the Dharma School stu-
dents have had their fun, they were
challenged to use their creative minds
and create a poster that reflected the
Shinran Shonin 750th Memorial
Theme of “Peace and Tranquility”. It is
the hope of the Dharma School that
some of the students will want to enter
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Dharma School News…
BY JANET UMEZU

As we began the month of
N o v e m b e r, our thoughts

turned to appreciation and gratitude.
So now that the witches, goblins and
other Halloween characters have had
their fun and left, we can not forget
the many people who made this year’s
Halloween Party such a festive one.
Thank yous go to V a l e r i e & T a k
Otsuka for getting the prizes, decorat-
ing and doing the games, to the Jr.
YBA for creating a Spooky Haunted
House and to Daisy Tsujimoto for
c o o rdinating the Halloween lunch.
Additional thanks goes to L i a n n e
Tsujimoto Wong for doing the shop-
ping, Maya Lawrence, M o l l i e
Yoneyama, Lou Minamoto, Margaret
Aoki, Lynne Neishi Ramirez, and Ann
Tominaga for helping in the kitchen.
Of course, we wouldn’t enjoy the food
without the help of Jon Takagaki, Ron
N o m u r a, Richard Owoc, & S a m
Yoneyama for baking and slicing the
pizzas. A special thank you to Nancy

October birthdays

November birthdays: Leila Neishi, Kai Orans, Tae Shimamoto, Kevin Terusaki with Rev.
Bridge.

into the Dharma School Art Contest
being sponsored by the BCA Shinran
Shonin 750th Memorial Committee.
If anyone is interested, they can also
submit a haiku which reflects the
“Peace and Tranquility” theme.
Selected Posters and Haikus will be
published in the 2011 BCA Calendar
and put on display at the February, 27
& 28, 2010 BCA Shinran Shonin
750th Memorial Symposium &
Service.

The Dharma School also hopes that
the Keirokai Members are enjoying
the hand sanitizer wrapped in a hand
towel. We hope it will help keep
everyone healthy. Again thank you to
the students for their helping hands



and to Donna Castro and M a y a
Lawrence for designing such a useful
gift.

We gratefully acknowledge the sup-
port we receive from our donors. For
without you, the Dharma School could
not exist. They are:

M/M George Kamita - Glenn’s birth-
day

Moe Neishi - Halloween Party
Keiro Appreciation:
Mrs. Daisy Tsujimoto
Mrs. Chieko Endo
Mrs. Sylvia Nomura
Mrs. Matsuye Tani
Ms. Lou Minamoto
Mrs. Alice Neishi
M/M Shig Naito
M/M Sam Yoneyama
M/M Greg Nakamura - B r i t t a n y’s

birthday
M/M David Hara - Grandson’s birth,

grandson C o l i n’s birthday &
Halloween Party

Happy Birt h d a y
goes to Kelsy Hirota,
Rachel Hirota, Rina
H o r i i, D e n i s e
N o m u r a, Y u k i
O k a m u r a - W o n g,
Alison Tominaga

and G r a n t T o m i n a g a.
December Birthdays will be celebrated
on December 6. Hope we see 
you then. 

Things to Remember:
No Dharma Service at OBC on

November 15. The Bay District
Temples will be observing Shinran
Shonin’s 750th Memorial at Berkeley at
10:00 am. We ask everyone to attend
this service. Students will re c e i v e
Attendance credit.

No Service on November 29
Bodhi Day Service on December 6 
Mochi Tsuki on December 13. 
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Halloween Party
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Keirokai
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November Shotsuki Memorial Service
Service: Sunday, December 6, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon by Reverend Harry Gyokyo Bridge

Family and friends are invited to attend this monthly memorial service for those listed below. If any errors appear in the
list below, please notify the church office at (510) 832-5988 at your earliest convenience. Next month’s Shotsuki

Service will be held on Sunday, January 3, 2010 at 10:30 a.m.

Mrs. Wakako Adachi

Dr. Larry Aikawa

Mrs. Yoneko Aochi

Mrs. Koto Aoyagi

Mr. Yasutaro Chiyoda

Mrs. Fumi Doi

Mr. Goro Endo 3rd Year

Mr. Fusakichi Fujii

Mrs. Carrie Fujii

Mr. George Fujino

Mr. Noboru Fukuchi

Mrs. Michiko Fukutomi

Miss Emiko Furuta

Mrs. Toshiko Furuta

Mrs. Mitsu Gonda

Mr. Utaro Harada

Mrs. Kinuko Diana Hayashi 1 year

Mrs. Osue Hirabayashi

Mr. Fred Hiromoto

Mrs. Fuji Ikeda

Mr. Dick Kanzaki

Mr. Keishu Kanzaki

Mr. Otokichi Kashima

Mr. Tamesaku Kataoka

Mrs. Kiyono Kawabata

Mr. Yuji Kawabata

Mrs. Hisa Kawamoto

Mrs. Riu Kawaoka

Mrs. Yufu Kisanuki

Mr. Keisaburo Koda

Mr. Kazuo Koizumi

Mr. Takehei Kono

Mr. Heitaro Kosobayashi

Mrs. Margaret Kubota

Mr. Myosuke Kuramura

Mr. Torahe Masuoka

Mrs. Matsu Matsui

Mr. Chosei Matsui

Mrs. Fusako Matsutani

Mrs. Kinu Matsutani

Mr. Rokusaburo Miyamoto

Mr. Masato Mori

Mr. Yoshihisa Mori

Mr. Yotaro Najima

Mr. Nobori Nakagawa

Mr. Toru Tom Nakagawa

Mr. Hiroshi Nakai

Mr. Masato Nakao

Mr. Takashi Nakao

Mr. Seiichi Nakatani

Mr. Eiichi Nakazono

Mr. Eisaburo Natsuhara

Mrs. Gloria Natsuhara

Mrs. Nobuko Natsuhara

Miss Masako Neishi

Mr. Sadaichi Neishi

Mr. George Nobori

Mr. Don Nomiyama

Mr. Jerry Nomura

Mr. Sekinosuke Okai

Mr. Shinji Okamura

Mrs. Hide Okano

Mrs. Kimiyo Okawachi

Mr. Takashi Okawachi

Mrs. Jane Otsuka

Mr. Tomio Otsuka

Mrs. Wendy Mitsu Pendro

Mr. Jun Sasaki 1 year

Mr. Yukichi Sasaki

Mr. Mitsuzo Satake

Mrs. Tomino Shigemoto 33rd Year

Mr. Yoshizo Shimamoto 7th Year

Mr. Masao Shinomoto

Mr. Shigeyoshi Suwa

Mrs. Hatsue Sunagawa 33rd Year

Mr. Yoshitsugu Takeda

Mr. Seikatsu Takesaka

Mrs. Teiko Tamori

Mr. Ichiro Tanaka

Mr. Masaichi Tanaka

Mrs. Kusu Tanita

Mrs. Mary Tsuboi

Mr. Shozo Tsuboi

Mrs. Ayako Agnes Tsuji

Miss Yumiko Tsujimoto

Mr. Shigekazu Umemoto

Mrs. Kin Usui

Mrs. Teruko Uyeno

Mr. George Watanabe

Mr. Yotaro Watanabe

Mr. Howard Worrell

Mrs. Yoshiwo Yabe

Mr. Naozo Yago

Mr. George Yamaguchi 13th Year

Mr. Noboru Yamanaka

Mr. Takefumi Yasuda

Mrs. Masae Yokomizo

Mrs. Nobuye Nowie Yokomizo 1 year

Mr. Yonekichi Yokomizo 
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1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

December 2009

9:00 a.m.
OBWA Mtg

10:00 a.m.
Bodhi Day Family

Service, Installation
of Officers,

Shotsuki Service,
OBWA Bonen Kai

Members Memorial
Service

Collate Busshin by
Youth Club

8:00 p.m
Joya-E Year End

Service

Busshin
Articles Due!

Office Closed Office Closed

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

12:00 p.m
Fukuoka Ken Jin

Kai Luncheon

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

No Japanese
School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

6:30 p.m.
Adult Gakuen

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

7:00 a.m
Mochitsuki

No service

Omigaki
Preparation &

Cleaning for the
New Year

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

6:30 p.m.
Adult Gakuen

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

7:00 p.m
Board Meeting
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

January 2010

9:00 a.m.
OBWA Mtg

10:00 a.m. 
Family Dharma &

Shotsuki 
Service

4:00 p.m.
Concord Howakai 

7:30 p.m.
Youth Club

meeting

Busshin
Articles Due!

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma
Service, Adult

Study

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma
Service, Adult

Study

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma
Service, Adult

Study

10:00 a.m.
Ho-Onko Service
Otoki Toban C

6:00 p.m.
Ashland Howakai

7:00 p.m
Fukuoka Sister

City Ass’n

7:30 p.m
EBYAL meeting

7:00 p.m
Board Meeting

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m.
Adult Gakuen

6:30 p.m.
Adult Gakuen

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

6:30 p.m.
Adult Gakuen

6:00 p.m
BD Council

meeting

6:30 p.m.
Adult Gakuen

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Nippon Gakuen
New Year’s Party

2:00 p.m.
Ikebana

1:00 p.m.
Hiroshima Kenjinkai

New Year’s Party

MLK Holiday
Office Closed

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

11:00 a.m
New Year’s Day

Service

Office Closed

Collate Busshin by
the Board


