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The Three Poisons in My Past and My Future

BY REV. HARRY GYOKYO BRIDGE

AS I AM SURE I HAVE MENTIONED

So I thought to myself, what can I write

the Berkeley Buddhist Temple & myself)

before, writing in general is very difficult

about now that will still be relevant over a

are talking about the Three Poisons –

for me, and writing these newsletter

month later, but is still connected to “now”?

that is, Greed, Anger & Ignorance. We

articles even more so. Our submission

And actually, there is something that

held our first session in September at

deadline (which I rarely meet) is over a

occurred in September that will occur again

the Berkeley temple, Alameda is/was

month before the month noted on the

in October and November – the East Bay

next in October, and the last one is

cover, so in the case of this month, the

Tri-Temple Dharmanar! This year we (Rev.

on November 17 from 2:00-4:00 PM

“November” article is actually due at

Dennis Fujimoto of the Buddhist Temple

at the Buddhist Church of Oakland!

the end of September!

of Alameda & Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Co-Presidents’ Message

BY JON TAKAGAKI & STEVE TERUSAKI

Did You Know?

our heritage and our roots. In this

The City of Oakland has a recycle

One of the really cool things that Steve

month’s message, we wanted to share

and compost regulation that “waste”

and I particularly enjoy about our

a sampling of things we recently have

be separated into three categories;

roles is that we have opportunities to

learned

landfill, compost, and recycle. This is

talk with many Sangha members from
our diverse BCO community about
many different topics related to the
church. Frequently, these topics reflect
current events at the church, as well as
historical remembrances that describe

a compliance mandate from Oakland.

Did you know that Waste

As such, Waste Management recently

Management sends inspectors to

visited the church, opened the green

check on what is placed in our

dumpster, cut open the garbage bags,

green-colored, garbage dumpster

and took photos as proof of inspection.

behind the kitchen?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Treasury Notes

BY GARY LAWRENCE

IN THIS SERIES, I AM CURRENTLY

dictum, we interpret that the twofold

reviewing the several Special Funds

purpose of the Eitaikyo Fund is to

At the present time, the total

that have been established by the

provide financial support (a) for the

value of the Eitaikyo Fund is more

BCO Board or by donors for specific

annual Eitaikyo service and (b) toward

than $400,000. Ongoing funding for

purposes. Last month, we looked

the maintenance and improvement

the Eitaikyo Fund comes from three

at the three funds that comprise

of the Hondo, and most especially

sources:

the Education Funds group – the

the main altar (Naijin). Consistent

1.

Murakami,

Nakashima/Masuyama,

with this understanding, the fund has

make

and Taniguchi funds. This month, we

been used from time to time for the

either in memory of deceased

will turn our attention to the largest

purchase and maintenance of supplies

family members or friends, or

fund in the Special Funds group, the

and furnishings for the main Naijin and

on their own behalf. The names

Eitaikyo Fund.

the smaller altar in the small chapel.

of the memorial honorees are

both cases the loans were repaid.

Memorial

Donations.

significant

Donors

donations,

The Eitaikyo Fund was launched

Most notably, the Eitaikyo Fund was

added to the Eitaikyo scrolls

in 1964 by a group of Church Leaders.

employed for the major refurbishment

that are displayed annually at

Documentation of the purpose of

of Naijin furnishings preceding the

the Eitaikyo Service (as Rev.

the fund as set out by the founders

2001 100th Anniversary celebration.

Murakami

seems lost, but in July 1984, resident

The more recent refinishing of the

“donors will be remembered by

minister Rev. Toshio Murakami and

gilded columns in the Naijin is another

the Eitaikyo Service as long as

President Saburo Yoshida wrote a

example of the kinds of improvements

the Buddhist Church of Oakland

letter to a donor that included this

supported by the Eitaikyo Fund.

shall exist”). At this writing, more

statement:

The Eitaikyo Fund has also been

Of the above mentioned Special

used, with the endorsement of the

Services,

Board, as a source of temporary

the

Eitaikyo

Service

funding

for

major

said

in

his

letter,

than 450 individuals and families
are listed on the scrolls.
2.

projects

Eitaikyo

Service

General

donations

Fund is the most important. This

loan

is a Fund that is independent of

that were outside the scope of the

the

all Church Funds. The interest

fund’s purpose. In 1990, for example,

in

generated

annual

Donations.
given

Eitaikyo

November

(the

at

Service
“white

original

the Church established the Kansha

envelopes”) are deposited in the

DANA for this fund can be used

Hiyaku fund to finance major capital

Eitaikyo Fund.

only for needs of this Special

improvements to the Church and

Service and improvements to the

its grounds, and advanced a loan of

the Eitaikyo Fund are held in

Church Hondo. Therefore, it is said

$95,000 from the Eitaikyo Fund for

the BCO Investment Pool, which

that it is a “Perpetual Memorial

this purpose. Similarly, in 2010, the

(along with most other BCO

Fund” and its donors will be

Eitaikyo Fund advanced a $75,000

Special Funds) derives market-

remembered

loan for the replacement of the Church

rate income from an investment

Service as long as the Buddhist

roof.

in

Church of Oakland shall exist.

accompanied by major fund-raising

Following

campaigns to repay the loans, and in

from

by

Rev.

the

the

Eitaikyo

Murakami’s

3.

In both cases, the loans were

Investment Income. Assets in

the

BCA

Endowment

Foundation’s Growth Fund. n

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER 2018 BUSSHIN ARTICLES: October 26th
Articles submitted after this date may not be printed.

SEND ARTICLES TO:
Joyce Yokomizo email: joyce@yokomizo.com or fax: (415) 970-0810. You can also send articles to the church office.

BUSSHIN COLLATION:
Sunday, November 11th, 2018 HOST 3

2

NOVEMBER 2018

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND (BCO)
Presents

Eitaikyo Services
Sunday, November 18, 2018
10:00am: Eitaikyo & Dharma Family
Service
10:45am: Eitaikyo Adult Service

Eitaikyo is a Buddhist observance that allows us to remember those who have
come before us to share the Nembutsu teachings. Translated, the term means
“perpetual chanting of the sutras.” Please join us for this special event on
November 18th.

Speaker:
Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge
Resident Minister
Buddhist Church of Oakland

Coffee, juice and breakfast treats available from 9:00am

Buddhist Church of Oakland

825 Jackson Street, Oakland CA 94607
510-832-5988
buddhistchurchofoakland.org
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HŌ-ON Service Teams
THE

HO-ON

SERVICE

TEAMS

ARE

LISTED

BELOW.

IF

YOU

HAVEN’T

BEEN

CONTACTED

AND

and you would like to help on a team, please call the office (510) 832-5988 or email officebco@gmail.com. We welcome all members and friends of the BCO to be part of a Host Group, so feel free to invite your children and extended
family to help out on the teams. Please note that these service teams do not affect our BCO Bazaar & Food Festival shifts or our Obon Festival shifts. Your help at these two major fundraisers is still vital to the life of our church.
In Gassho, The BCO Board of Directors n
HO-ON SERVICE TEAM 3:
(Responsible for Nov. 2018)
Jon Takagaki (Leader)
John & Stacy Eastly
Don & Clare Kaneshige
Akiko Kaneshige
Jane Koizumi
Akashi & Jan Wiley Matsuno
Raleigh & Julia Nakao
Nancy Nakatani
Robert & Gayle Noguchi

Dick & Agnes Sasaki
Richard & Tsuneko Seiki
Mimi Sullivan
Jon & Linda Takagaki
Mark & Erin Takemoto
Sharon Tatai
Eddie & Terry Yokoyama
Janis Yoshisato-Cavey

HO-ON SERVICE TEAM 4:
(Responsible for Dec. 2018)
Gail Ryujin (Leader)
Steve & Lynn Chung
Clifford & Lillian Endo
Donald & Kathy Endo
Kay & Setsuko Endo
Michael Endo
Karen Hashimoto
Takako Honda
Rick & Gayle Inada

Ruby Kuritsubo
George Matsui
Mary Hatsuko Mitsuda
Ken & Jane Mitsuda
Katsuyo Murakawa-Jan
Dennis Nakamura
Rurie Nakamura
Rich & Karen Owoc
Gail Taniwa-Ryujin & Gail Ryujin
Larry & Jane Wong

Temple Tidbits
THANK YOU

LOOKS GREAT!

Thank you Steve & Kathy Terusaki

Thanks to Ron Nomura for removing

to a relative or someone you know,

for donating the plastic storage bins

the graffiti from the church building

please feel free to do so.

and various kitchen products to help

on 9th St. and for trimming the Bodhi

keep our pantry organized. Thank

tree in the front garden area.

you to Gary Tominaga & Chris Neishi
for mopping the kitchen floor. We
appreciate your extra effort!

If you can hand-
deliver a copy

HAVE YOU MOVED…
changed

your

email

address

or

A FRIENDLY REMINDER

telephone number? Please notify the

A friendly reminder to all church

office so we can update our records.

members, your new BCO directory is
ready for pick-up.

Month of Remembrance February 2019
THE OAKLAND ASIAN CULTURAL

We are writing to ask for your

stories and to talk about the human

Center will be celebrating a Month of

support and contributions by sharing

impact we experienced, both in the

Remembrance in February next year

your memories and artifacts from

costs to people and families and the

and has invited the Buddhist Church

you and your family from camp.

resilience we demonstrated through

of Oakland to participate.

These might include family stories,

the institutions we created in camp

This will be a remembrance and

writing, photos, art, crafts, audio or

as well as the creative expressions

tribute to those who were impacted

video/films. There also will be an

including gardens, and arts and crafts.

by

opportunity to share your family

Please contact Jun Hamamoto if

the

wartime

incarceration

of

Japanese-Americans and a reminder

experience at a public event.

of the need to continue the fight for
justice.

It is particularly important in these
times for our community to share our

you’re are open to participating or if
you have something to share.
jjhamamoto@gmail.com
510.326.3775 n
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS 2018-2019
年始挨拶を交換しましょう
201９年の親春も近づいてまいりました。当仏教会では仏心新年号で恒例
の年始挨拶交換をいたします。申し込み欄に年賀の挨拶の言葉を書き入
れ、11月１９日（月）までに仏教会事務所にお届けください。写真（白
黒）も入れることができます。これに対するお礼はご懇志として仏教会に
お納めくださるようお願い申し上げます。
合掌
オークランド仏教会年始交換員会
Your church is now beginning preparations of the 2018-19 "Holiday Greetings" in which we are given the
opportunity to extend our personal greetings to all our friends and church family members.
As in the past, the purpose of the holiday greetings is to assist you in extending your holiday wishes to your
church family during the holiday season. Utilizing this church service does not detract from the spirit of the
individual cards you would be sending.
Your message may be in any shape or form -- long or short as you please. If you desire, a clear black and
white photo of your family and/or pet(s) may be included. Of course, photos will have to be cut and/or reduced or
enlarged in order to utilize the available space. If you would like to advertise your business, send in your business
card... BUT ABOVE ALL, BE SURE TO SIGN YOUR NAME(S).
Won't you join us in this church family project? Please fill out the form below and mail it back to the church
by MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2018. This will give the committee ample time to organize, finalize, print and
collate the issue and mail it in time for the New Year.
MAIL TO:

In Gassho,
Holiday Greetings Committee

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND
825 JACKSON STREET
OAKLAND, CA 94607-4723
ATTN: HOLIDAY GREETINGS

= = = = = = = = = cut here = = = = = = = = =
"HOLIDAY GREETINGS 2018-19"

MESSAGE:

ENCLOSURE: (please check) __ PHOTO __ BUSINESSCARD

DANA: $ __________

NAMES
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Momiji Kai News
WITH

THE

YEAR

2018

BY NANCY YAMAMOTO

COMING

when the grandparents and parents do

everyone who is able to attend, to come

to a fast close, we all feel a certain

much cooking for family and friends

and listen to Dr. Ajitha Nair, Podiatrist

amount of excitement within ourselves

and we find ourselves into a New Year.

who will be our guest speaker. June

thinking of all the holidays coming

Momiji kai members were invited

Masuyama will be introducing the

up. First, it is Halloween in October

to a trip to visit Semifreddi Bakery in

doctor to the group. Dr. Nair will speak

when the goblins and witches come

Alameda on Thurs. Sept. 20 by Carol

on reducing risk with balance and

out and have a spooky time with

Thunen, active member of the OBWA.

fitness exercises - safe shoe options

children and adults. November brings

Several members did accept the

-statistics regarding falling, and will

us turkey time, a time when families and

invitation and made the trip, which they

also have a question and answer

friends get together for a once a year

enjoyed very much. Thank you very

session. Hopefully, everyone will make a

turkey dinner as we enjoy each others

much for the invitation. The trip was

concerted effort to attend this session

company. Then December brings us

enjoyed very much by the members

as it will be very helpful for all of us.

the much anticipated Christmas with

who were able to participate.

On November 15, Joyce Yokomizo

gifts to purchase, trying to our best to

The following event for Thurs.

will give us a presentation on the

give the best gift to family and friends.

October 18, has been printed before

senior housing projects she has been

Then a brand New Year approaches

but wanted to make certain to remind

working on in Japan. n

Caps for Sale… at the Obon 2018
WARM WINTER CAPS WERE FOR SALE
and on display at Obon 2018 thanks to
crafty Momiji Kai members. From Left to
Right: Renie Grohl, Fusae Yoshida, Jean
Nakazono, Janice Yamamoto
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New Year’s Omochi
This season’s traditional New Year’s Omochi will be prepared by the Buddhist Church of Oakland on
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018 from 7:00 a.m. If you would like to place an order, please fill out
the form below and submit to the BCO office by Friday, NOVEMBER 30. Unfortunately, we are
unable to accept orders past this deadline. LAST MINUTE REQUESTS on the day of mochi tsuki will
be filled, when possible, after all pre-orders have been filled.
Please note that there is a space for you to indicate the approximate desired pick-up time. Also, a space has
been provided for the name of the individual who will be picking up your order.
We request that orders be picked up between 3:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. – no exceptions please.
Members are encouraged to invite supporters, where this form is not sent, to place orders with the church
office at (510) 832-5988. Office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday.
Thank you!

*

*

*

*

*

CUT HERE

*

*

*

*

*

ORDER FORM
Buddhist Church of Oakland
825 Jackson Street, Oakland, CA 94607
DATE

_________________________

NAME __________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________ CITY ____________________
TELEPHONE _____________________________
I will pick-up my order at ________ p.m. My order will be picked-up by ________________________________
DESCRIPTION

UNIT

UNIT PRICE

QTY Ordered

$ AMOUNT

NOSHI MOCHI

PC

$9.00 (3 lbs.)

___________

_________________

KAGAMI MOCHI (large 1 ½ lbs.)

SET

$5.00

___________

_________________

KAGAMI MOCHI (small ¾ lbs.)

SET

$3.00

___________

_________________

KOMOCHI

LB

$4.00

___________

_________________

ANKO MOCHI

LB

$5.00

___________

_________________

TOTAL AMOUNT

________________

PLEASE PROVIDE TOTAL AMOUNT OF YOUR ORDER WITH THIS FORM.
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2018 November Shotsuki Memorial Service
Service: Sunday, November 4, 2018 at approximately 10:45 a.m., following the Dharma Family Service
Dharma Message: Reverend Harry Gyokyo Bridge
Family and friends are invited to attend this monthly memorial service for those listed below. If any errors appear, please
direct them to the church office at (510) 832-5988 or officebco@gmail.com at your earliest convenience. For next month’s
Shotsuki Service, please see the Busshin Calendar.
Mr. Isaburo Adachi
Mr. Shikanosuke Ajari
Mrs. Tomoye Aoki-Johnson
Mrs. Fumiye Endo
Mrs. Nao Endo
Mr. Katsumi Fujii
Mrs. Yuki Fujii
Mrs. Nancy Louie Fujikawa
Mrs. Shitoyo Fujinami
Rev. Masami Fujitani
Miss Chieko Furuta
Mr. Larry Furuta
Mrs. Sumiye Hiramoto Gluck
Mr. Rihachi Goto
Mrs. Katsu Harada
Mrs. Miyako Hatakeyama
Mr. Tom Hayashida
Mrs. Judie Hirabayashi
Mr. Mitsuru Hirai
Mr. Mamoru Hirota
Mr. Masakichi Hirota
Mrs. Kikuno Honda
Mr. Tokuzo Honda
Mrs. Kotoshi Hori
Mrs. Fusano Horimoto – 3rd year
Mr. Masaru Ide
Mr. Leo Ryotaro Ikeda
Mrs. Kimie Ikemoto – 1st year
Mr. Akira Kanagaki
Mrs. Chiyo Kaneko
Mr. Haruto Kaneko
Mrs. Miharu Kaneko
Mrs. Ida Kanesaki
Mr. Hyosuke Kawahata
Mrs. Harue Kihara – 17th year
Mr. Gunichi Kimura
Mrs. Seki Komoda
Mr. Kiyoshi Kuritsubo
Mr. Torasaburo Masuda
Mr. Vernon Matsui
Mrs. Kimiko Messenzehl – 1st year
Mrs. Grace Misaki
Mrs. Tori Misumi
Mr. Chikamitsu Mitsuda
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Mr. Hanzo Miyazaki
Mr. Kikuo Mizuhara
Mr. Ichihei Mizusaki
Mr. George Mori
Mr. Jotaro Mori
Mr. Ray Yoshiro Morishita
Mr. Rokuzo Morishita
Mr. William Muranishi
Mr. Katsutaro Nagao
Miss Tokie Najima
Mrs. Mitsuko Nakagawa
Mr. Roy Nakagawa
Mr. Shotaro Nakamura
Mr. Saichi Nakao
Mr. Utaka Nakao
Mrs. Tomiko Nakatani
Mrs. Hideko Nakazono
Mr. Akira Narasaki
Mr. Yoshio Negi
Mrs. Yuriko Niizawa
Mrs. Shizuko Nishio
Mrs. Chiyono Nomiyama
Mr. Fukuju Nomiyama
Mrs. Masano Nomiyama
Mrs. Matsuno Nomiyama
Mr. Mitsuru Nomiyama
Mr. Chiyomatsu Nomura
Mr. Fred Nomura
Miss Irene Nomura
Mrs. Masae Nomura – 33rd year
Mr. Genkichi Ogi
Mr. Kansuke Ogi
Mrs. Mine Ogi
Mr. Shingo Ogihara
Mr. Jitsuo Ohara
Mr. Keisaburo Oka
Mr. Kiyoshi Okemoto
Mr. Yoshitaka Oniki
Mr. Katsujiro Onizuka
Mr. Raymond Otake
Mrs. Kusue Saika
Mrs. Haruye Sakamoto – 1st year
Mrs. Hiroko Sakamoto
Mrs. Su’e Sakamoto

NOVEMBER 2018

Mr. Masaji Sato
Mr. Yoshimatsu Seta
Baby Shibata
Mr. Harry Shibata
Mr. James Shimamura – 3rd year
Mr. Gene Siu
Mr. Shunyo Soda
Mr. Torataro Sumimoto
Mr. Kenji Suyetsugu
Mrs. Sumi Tajiri
Mrs. Kazumi Takahashi
Mr. Fukutaro Takashima
Mrs. Nakae Takashima
Mr. Shinobu Takeshima
Mrs. Sumiko Takeshima
Mr. Kazuma Takata – 33rd year
Mrs. Tulie Takeuchi – 3rd year
Mr. Hideo Tamori
Mr. Ben Tamura
Mr. Ichijiro Tanaka
Mr. Shizuo Tanaka – 7th year
Mrs. Ren Tanaka – 13th year
Mrs. Tameyo Tanaka – 17th year
Mr. Takeso Taniguchi – 25th year
Mrs. Tora Taniguchi
Mrs. Kasumi Toji
Mrs. Mary Tonai – 7th year
Mr. Genjuro Tsujimoto
Mr. Yoshikusu Tsujimoto
Mr. David Uemura – 1st year
Mrs. Konoye Utsurogi
Mr. Tom Utsurogi
Mr. Sho Wakabayashi
Mr. Sam Watahara
Mr. Goichiro Watanabe – 50th year
Mrs. Tokiye Watanabe
Ms. Susan Wong
Mrs. Akiye Yamabe
Mrs. Koito Yamamoto
Mr. Kaoru Yamamoto
Mrs. Yoshi Yamaoka
Mrs. Tsuru Yamashita
Mrs. Clara Yokoyama
Grandmother Yoshioka
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Co-Presidents’ Message
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Inspectors checked that there
were

no

plastic

bags

and

non-

compostable items in the dumpster
labeled for “compostables” (white
dumpster). In addition, the church staff
had to “prove” to the inspectors that
certain items met the compostable
regulations.
Waste

Management

will

not

empty the gray, recycle carts if there
are plastic bags, food waste, soiled
cardboard (e.g., pizza boxes), and any
metal objects other than aluminum or
similar.
Overall, we are doing a really
good job with our recycling program.
We appreciate everyone remaining
conscientious, diligent, and mindful
of which items go in landfill, compost,
or recycle. Thanks to Doris Okano for
providing this information.

Rev. Bridge that he strikes during
Sutra chanting is 78 years old?
Hondo

Joyce Yokomizo also participated

and cultural placemaking grants to

in a BART effort to select an artist

be matched by the City of Oakland

to work on public art possibilities

and BART. Together with the efforts

for a renovated Lake Merritt BART

of Sherry Hirota of Asian Health

plaza that will be built as part of

Services, the goal is to rebuild the

a new Transit Operations Facility

park so that it becomes a place where

above the Lake Merritt BART station,

the elderly and the young will come to

replacing what was the BART office

recreate, helping to mitigate the social

building. The committee selected

problems that have arisen because of

Kipp Kobayashi, a Cal grad whose

the homeless encampments.

art career has included installation
to

of several of his works in major

participate on the BART Selection

Steve

urban settings. Joyce, Steve and

Committee along with representatives

Jon Minamoto hosted Kipp and

from the City of Oakland, Laney

BART staff to provide historical

College,

cleaning

prior

to Obon Odori and Obon Service,
the chairs, tables, and the bells
are brought down from the naijin
for dusting. Several of us noticed
engraving in Japanese near the top
of the bell. Engraved is the date and
donor of the bell; 1940 by Mrs. Kichi
Nakahara, who we presume was a

was

background

and

also

asked

other

community

of

the

with the selection of a Developer for

was such an important part of the

the

Oakland Chinatown community.

Transit-oriented

developments

to be built upon the blocks around
the

Lake

Merritt

BART

station.

The Committee recommended the
selection of EBALDC (East Bay Asian
Development

Corporation)

partnered with Strada (the developers
currently building Chase Arena in San
Francisco for the Warriors). The BART
Board voted unanimously (8-0) to
proceed with negotiating a developer
agreement with the EBALDC/Strada
team over the next 24 months and
were effusive about the community
outreach process that was conducted.
The EBALDC/Strada proposal will
bring significant change to the blocks
between the Church and Laney College
together with a host of community

Did you know that two Board

may

members represent BCO’s voice

27-story residential tower and the

in the Chinatown redevelopment

25-story office building as signature

initiatives?

elements

benefits. Their development proposal
elicit

controversy

of

the

with

the

development.

Co-President Steve Terusaki has

However, the economic vitality that

continued to stay heavily and actively

the development will bring to the

involved in the Oakland Chinatown

neighborhood

redevelopment

efforts.

adding to the future of this part of

He recently led a design effort to

Oakland’s Chinatown as a robust and

develop design proposals for a “new”

active neighborhood for new and old

Madison Square Park. The park design

residents alike.
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context

Church and the JA community that

Sangha member at the time. Wow!

planning

and

members. The Committee was tasked

Local

Did you know that the bell next to

During

will be used to apply for open space

NOVEMBER 2018

will

be

significant;

Many thanks to Joyce and Steve
for being BCO’s voice in these
community initiatives!
Did you know that BCO’s Nippongo
Gakuen dates back to 1904?
The

current

session

of

our

Gakuen started in grand fashion in
early September, with an enrollment
of about 40 students. Near capacity,
four different classes are conducted
on Saturday mornings from 9 am to
12 noon. These classes are formed
based on age of the students and
overall proficiency. Students range in
age from 6 years old to adults. There
are two adult classes that are held on
Saturday together with a Thursday
evening adult beginner class.
Curious about the history of the
Gakuen, I asked Rev. Endo for help
and he graciously did some research
for us. The first Japanese language
school was established in 1904. In
1916, the name was Oakland Gakuen.
The school was reorganized in 1925
and called Wanto Gakuen and in
1928, the name was again changed to
Showa Gakuen.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Rev. Harry
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

We are basically talking about one

use a few characters? But if we think

Three Poisons manifest themselves

poison per session, so we started with

about it, we can easily find many English

instantly. I hope that I am better at

Desire, then Anger, and at the final

words as well. For example, “greed”

being aware of them, if not in the

session we will talk about Ignorance.

could also be “desire,” “attachment,”

moment then soon after the fact. But

One thing I have been doing for my

etc. “Anger” can also be “hatred.”

old habits die hard! More and more I

portion is look up the various terms

But looking ahead to November

see Jodo Shinshu as the teaching for

found in Buddhist texts. They are

as I write, and looking back to

me – Amida Buddha accepting me

rooted in the Indian languages Pali

September as you read, I have a

as I am, filled with the Three Poisons.

& Sanskrit, which then needed to be

feeling that I will still be full of the

Living my life as best I can, engaging

translated

moved

Three Poisons! It’s not something to

in self-reflection, entrusting in Amida

into China. These Chinese terms were

brag about, but I know that it is the

Buddha and reciting the Name –

inherited by Japanese Buddhists such

case. Even though I can see changes

Namo Amida Butsu – these activities

as Shinran Shonin, who utilizes a variety

in myself over the past twelve years

help to allow me to truly live an

of Chinese characters (kanji) to refer

as

twenty

authentic life – immersed in the Three

to the Three Poisons. It can be kind of

years as a Buddhist), I can also see

Poisons, and yet also embraced by

overwhelming – why couldn’t they just

that if the conditions are right, the

the Light of Wisdom & Compassion.

Co-Presidents’ Message

have in the Oakland and Bay Area

a “blast” makes this is one of my

community!

favorite events.

when

Buddhism

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Following

World

War

II,

the

a

minister

(and

over

Fall 2018

East Bay Tri-Temple

Dharmanar

Steve and I can’t believe the

And, finally, did you know that

Gakuen was reestablished in 1951

Halloween generates $9 Billion in

as the Oakland Bukkyokai Nihongo

business?

holidays are just around the corner. In
November, the Shotsuki service will

Gakuen. We are not sure when our

I heard this “fact” on the TV

current name, Nippongo Gakuen, was

news and it reminded me that BCO’s

adopted.

Halloween

I got “goose bumps” when I
learned of this fascinating history of
BCO. What a tremendous legacy we

celebration,

the

Service will be held on Sunday,
November 18. We look forward to

seeing each and every one of you
Featuring	
  
Rev.	
  28.
Dennis	
  Fujimoto,	
  Rev.	
  Harry	
  Bridge,	
  
YBA, will be on Sunday,
October
October and November. n
and	
  Rev.	
  Kthroughout
iyonobu	
  Kuwahara	
  
Seeing the church families having

East Bay Tri-Temple
	
  

Saturday,	
  September	
  22	
  –	
  Berkeley	
  Buddhist	
  Temple	
  

Dharmanar
Address:	
  2121	
  Channing	
  Way,	
  Berkeley,	
  CA	
  94704	
  
Tel:	
  510-‐841-‐1356	
  

	
  
Saturday,	
  October	
  20	
  –	
  Buddhist	
  Temple	
  of	
  Alameda	
  

East Bay Tri-Temple

Dharmanar

	
  

	
  

Service on November 4. The Eitaikyo

Fall 2018
with

infamous Haunted
	
   House by the Jr.

Fall 2018

	
  

be held following the Dharma Family

	
  

Address:	
  2325	
  Pacific	
  Avenue,	
  Alameda,	
  CA	
  94501	
  
Tel:	
  510-‐522-‐5243	
  

	
  
Saturday,	
  November	
  17	
  –	
  Buddhist	
  Church	
  of	
  Oakland	
  
Address:	
  825	
  Jackson	
  Street,	
  Oakland,	
  CA	
  94607	
  
Tel:	
  510-‐832-‐5988	
  

	
  
All	
  sessions	
  from	
  2:00-‐4:00	
  PM	
  	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  email:	
  officebco@gmail.com

Featuring	
  Rev.	
  Dennis	
  Fujimoto,	
  Rev.	
  Harry	
  Bridge,	
  
and	
  Rev.	
  Kiyonobu	
  Kuwahara	
  

Featuring	
  Rev.	
  Dennis	
  Fujimoto,	
  Rev.	
  Harry	
  Bridge,	
  
Saturday,	
  September	
  22	
  –	
  Berkeley	
  Buddhist	
  Temple	
  
and	
  Rev.	
  Kiyonobu	
  Kuwahara	
  
Address:	
  2121	
  Channing	
  Way,	
  Berkeley,	
  CA	
  94704	
  

Saturday,	
  September	
  22	
  –	
  Berkeley	
  Buddhist	
  Temple	
  
Address:	
  2121	
  Channing	
  Way,	
  Berkeley,	
  CA	
  94704	
  
Tel:	
  510-‐841-‐1356	
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Tel:	
  510-‐841-‐1356	
  

	
  

Oakland	
  Buddhist	
  Women’s	
  Association	
  
	
  

Cardmaking	
  Workshop	
  	
  
Sunday,	
  October	
  21	
  –	
  after	
  service,	
  11:30	
  AM	
  
	
  
	
  

Card	
  Make	
  and	
  Take	
  Workshop*	
  
Hanko	
  Design	
  Product	
  Show	
  &	
  Sale	
  

Please	
  Join	
  Us	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
*Each	
  participant	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  two	
  hand	
  made	
  cards	
  to	
  take.	
  All	
  supplies	
  and	
  materials	
  will	
  be	
  provided.	
  
	
  
Space	
  is	
  limited!	
  Sign-‐up	
  early	
  by	
  e-‐mailing:	
  c.thunen@comcast.net	
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BCO Members Visit
Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha

From Left to Right: Agnes Sasaki, Mits Nakayama, Gay (Norikane) Kurashige,
Brian Nagata and Digger Sasaki

BCO
Obon 2018

Jr. YBA Cabinet 2018-19
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Please join the Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association and the Golden State Bonsai Collection North
for an evening of Japanese food, entertainment, and moon viewing.

Otsukimi — 52nd Anniversary
Sunday, October 21, 2018
Free / Open to the Public
Parking Cost: $5 all day parking on the weekend and holidays
Lakeside Park Garden Center
666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland CA
(Entrance on Grand at Children’s Fairyland)

5:30p

Bonsai Garden & Bento Dinner*
•
•
•

•

6:30p

Open House by the Golden State Bonsai Collection North 5:30-6:30 pm
Japan Tea Studio
Japanese “Bento” box dinners (sushi & skewered meats/fish) created by Musashi
of Berkeley. Vegetarian Bentos available upon request*
Come see our magnificent Torii Gate (dedicated in the Memory of the late Oakland
Council Member Frank Ogawa 1917-1994) and ten Japanese stone lanterns dedicated
in honor of our 50th anniversary in 2012.

Entertainment
•
•
•

Emeryville Taiko (Japanese drums)
Performances by the student ambassadors from Asian Pacific Children’s Convention
Las Lomas High School Japanese language class

Moon Viewing
7:30p

•

Telescopic Viewing of the Moon and other celestial points of interest provided
by the Eastbay Astronomical Society

* To reserve your Japanese dinner, please send a $15 check ($10.00 for members of OFSCA)
payable to: OFSCA P.O. Box 13022, Oakland, CA 94661-3022. Deadline to reserve a dinner
is Monday October 15, 2018, or pay online at www.oakland-fukuoka.org.

The Harvest moon is a symbol of blessing and abundance for many cultures. Similar to
tea parties, these moon viewing parties are occasions for sharing food and stories while
enjoying what is considered the most beautiful moon of the year.
Questions – Call 510.325.3729 or email ofsca1962@gmail.com
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Dharma School News

BY CINDY SAKAI

THE DHARMA SCHOOL ENJOYED

to welcome a new student, John “JJ”

Kamita

(Glenn’s

a great start to the year.

Sarmiento, his parents, Julie and

Dharma

School

John Sarmiento. JJ’s grandparents

dana.

Happy Birthday

are Gary and Teresa Taniguchi.

We’re

birthday).

The

appreciates

your

excited

to

announce

We celebrated August and September

Don’t forget that the Halloween

our upcoming Toy Drive. New and

birthdays: Takeo Taga, Alyssa Cho,

party will be happening on Sunday,

unwrapped presents will be collected

Glenn Kamita, Samia Neishi, and

October 28. Ghouls and goblins of

until Mochitsuki. There will be a

Emiko Masamori.

all sizes are invited to come celebrate

collection bin at church and we’ll take

with games, crafts and prizes.

them to the fire station next door.

We

new

Thank you to Gary & Teresa

Thank you for making the holidays

cabinet:

Acting

Taniguchi, Jensen Wong & Lianne

an even more special time for those

Delia

Ikeda;

Tsujimoto-Wong (Sydney’s birthday

in need.

Treasurer, Erin Takemoto; Recording

& attendance award), Andrew Cho

The Dharma School has been

Secretary, Pam Kato. Best wishes to

&

Cho

(Alyssa’s

working on Keirokai gifts as well! Stay

our new Cabinet! We’re also happy

graduation),

&

Christine

tuned for more updates.

Dharma

also

installed

School

Superintendant,

the

August and September Birthdays		

Gail

Tsujimoto
George

2018-19 Dharma School Cabinet
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"

"

"

"

2018 Toy Drive at BCO
This is our season for giving thanks for all that
we have and for all that others have done for us.
Let us share our good fortune with others less
fortunate. When you come to church (for service
or mochitsuki) bring a toy!!
November 4 to December 9 (Mochitsuki)
Bring your new, unwrapped (no wrapping paper)
toys to church. We will take them to the
Firehouse next door on Mochitsuki for
distribution over the holidays.
Sponsored by the BCO Dharma School

"

"
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"

"
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HOST 3 Leader: Jon Takagaki
Coverage for November support tasks including:
Welcome Coffee Hour Refreshments (9:00 am-9:50 am);
Sunday service greeters;
Straighten hondo the week before Etaikyo 11/11;
Eitaikyo refreshments;
Weekend garden clean-up;
Busshin collation.

4

Daylight Saving
Time ends

5

6

2

8

9

Momijikai, Small
Chapel
10:00 am-2:00 pm

7
Line Dancing
1:00 pm

Welcome Coffee Hour9:00 am-9:50 am
Dharma Family Service
Karaoke, Social Hall,
10-10:45 am
7:30-9:30 pm

1

3

Gakuen
Issei Kaikan,
9:00-12:00 pm

10
Gakuen
Issei Kaikan,
9:00-12:00 pm

Gakuen-Adult
Advanced Class
Issei Kaikan
6:30-8:30 pm

Ikebana
Issei Kaikan
1:30-4:00 pm

Board of Directors
Meeting, Small Chapel Concord Howakai
7:00 pm
7:00-8:30 pm

Shotsuki Memorial &
Adult Dharma Service
10:45-11:30 am
Toy Drive

11

12

Welcome Coffee Hour- Wanto Shodo Kai
9:00 am-9:50 am
Issei Kaikan,
10 am-12 Noon
Dharma Family Service
10:00-10:45 am
DS Teacher’s Meeting
Busshin Collation

13

14

15

Momijikai, Small
Chapel
10:00 am-2:00 pm

16

17
Gakuen
Issei Kaikan,
9:00-12:00 pm
Dharmanar
2:00-4:00 pm

Karaoke, Social Hall,
7:30-9:30 pm

Hondo Cleaning
Toy Drive

18

Welcome Coffee Hour9:00 am-9:50 am
Eitaikyo Service
10:00-11:30 am
Refreshments
11:30-12:30 pm

19

20

21

22

Line Dancing
1:00 pm

Happy Thanksgiving!

Karaoke, Social Hall,
7:30-9:30 pm

Office Closed

23

24
No Gakuen

Office Closed

No Gakuen

Ashland Howakai
5:00-6:30pm
Toy Drive

25

26

Wanto Shodo Kai
Welcome Coffee Hour- Issei Kaikan,
9:00 am-9:50 am
10 am-12 Noon
Dharma Family Service
10:00-10:45 am
Karaoke, Social Hall,
7:30-9:30 pm
No Dharma School
Classes

27
OFSCA General
Meeting
Issei Kaikan, 7:00-9:00
pm

28

29

30
Busshin Articles Due

Toy Drive

17
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DECEMBER 2018
HOST 4 Leader: Gail Taniwa-Ryujin
Coverage for December support tasks including:

1

OBWA – Momijikai
Craft Boutique
10:00-1:00 pm

Clean Hondo, polish brass (Omigaki);
1st Sunday service only: Welcome Coffee Hour Refreshments (9:00 am-9:50 am),
service greeters;
New Year’s Eve Soba;
Weekend garden clean-up;
Busshin collation.

2

Welcome Coffee Hour9:00 am-9:50 am

3

4

5

6

7

Board of Directors
Gakuen-Adult
Meeting, Small Chapel, Advanced Class
7:00 pm
Issei Kaikan
6:30-8:30 pm

OBWA – Momijikai
Craft Boutique (before
service & after service)

Gakuen
Issei Kaikan
9:00-12:00 pm

8

Gakuen
Issei Kaikan
9:00-12:00 pm
Anko Prep
Social Hall Kitchen
9:00-12:00 pm

Bodhi Day Service
10:00-11:00

Ikebana
Issei Kaikan
1:30-4:00 pm

Shotsuki Memorrial &
Adult Dharma Service
11:00-11:45 am
OBWA Year-End Party
Social Hall
12:00-1:00 pm
Toy Drive

9
Mochitsuki
6:00 am-6:00 pm

10

Wanto Shodo Kai
Issei Kaikan,
10 am-12 Noon

11

12

17

18

24

25

No Service

Holiday-Office Closed

31

New Year’s Eve
Service, 8:00-9:00 pm
NYE Soba
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20

26

27

No Gakuen

Gakuen
Issei Kaikan
9:00-12:00 pm

Temple Clean-up
9:00-11:30 am

21

No Gakuen

OFSCA General
Meeting
Issei Kaikan, 7:00-9:00
pm

No Service

30

19

15

Busshin Collation

Gakuen-Adult
Advanced Class
Issei Kaikan
6:30-8:30 pm

No Service

23

14

Momijikai, Small
Chapel
10:00 am-2:00 pm

Toy Drive Ends

16

13

22
No Gakuen

28
Busshin Articles Due

29

No Gakuen

