
Buddha/Dharma/Sangha – where are they now?  BY REV. HARRY GYOKYO BRIDGE

ONE OF THE STRESSFUL THINGS 
about our current situation – both at 

the temple and in the world – is that 

we don’t know how things will turn 

out. I thought it might be interesting 

to consider the Three Treasures – the 

Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha 

– in this context. What will happen to 

them? Can they disappear?

The historical Buddha, Shakyamuni 

AKA Siddhartha Gotama, did pass away, 

and yet his teachings and community 

survived. But later innovations taught 

that this wasn’t the whole story. The 

Lotus Sutra teaches that the historical 

person was just a manifestation of a 

greater truth, and tells us that that he 

is actually Eternal Shakyamuni. Perhaps 

similarly, Amida Buddha is said to be 

both the Buddha of Inconceivable 

Light, and Immeasurable Life – in other 

words, unlike the historical Buddha, he 

will never pass into Parinirvana.

On the Dharma side, it’s 

important to clarify what we mean 

by “Dharma” – it can actually mean 

several things. If it means “true 

reality” then it is beyond time and will 

never disappear. But if we mean “the 
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HI ALL. IS THE SHELTER IN  
Place Order getting to you? It is 

starting to get to me. Are you 

programming your favorite channels 

into your tv remotes? Does this 

sound familiar to some of you? It’s 

scary because I’m getting to know 

what channels have the shows that I  

always turn to.

In these times, things are changing. 

I have changed. I have to let you 

know, as some of you might have 

already heard, another change is 

happening. Our Nikkoland Bazaar 

& Food Festival has been taken off 

the calendar during this COVID-19 

pandemic. We, the Board, have come 

to realize as the Shelter in Place 

Order continues to be extended that 

we won’t be able to hold this event. 

I am sorry, because this is a special 

fundraiser, in which we showcase the 

very best of BCO to everyone and our  

                              CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Dharma School News    BY CINDY SAKAI

DHARMA SCHOOL CONTINUES   
to miss seeing he students during 

the shelter in place. Thanks to the 

wonderful Youtube services, many 

have continued to stay connected 

during our annual Hanamatsuri and Pet 

Memorial services. We look forward to 

seeing how families are continuing to 

share their home observances of the 

Dharma.

Dharma School thanks Eric and 

Delia Ikeda and Susan Okano for your 

donation in honor of Madison Ikeda’s 

12th Birthday. Also thank you for the 

following Pet Memorial donations: 

John Eastly & Stacy Nii-Eastly, and 

Mark Shimamoto & Tomita Kashino-

Shimamoto. We are grateful for your 

dana.

Happy Birthday 
Happy birthday to our June birthdays! 

Emi Takemoto, Garrett Kamita and 

Binh Liang. We hope we will celebrate 

in person but if not, we are sending 

virtual wishes!  n 

Dharma School students watching virtual Dharma Sermons. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING DHARMA SCHOOL  
Students on their attendance for 2019-2020. Students with 10-17 

attendance days will be awarded a certificate. Students with 18+ 

attendance days will be awarded attendance pins. Awards and Pins will 

be given once Dharma School resumes.

ATTENDANCE AT 10-17 CLASSES AND SERVICES
Yoko Ito-Williams          Alex Lang          Kori Miyamoto

ATTENDANCE AT 18+ CLASSES AND SERVICES 
 Toshi Garten Minamoto 1st Year Pin

 Kenta Hollins 1st Year Pin

 Toshi Hollins 1st Year Pin

 Madison Ikeda 1st Year Pin

 Garrett Kamita 10th Year Pin

 Bryant Lee 5th Year Pin

 Cynthia Lee 6th Year Pin

 Samia Neishi 8th Year Pin

 Mayumi Nomura 13th Year Pin

 Lanae Wong 1st Year Pin

2019-2020 BCO Dharma 
Attendance Awardees
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HAVE BEEN INQUIRING INTO  
the lives of our friends and members 

of the Momiji kai since the unruly  

invasion of those terrible uninvited 

invisible bugs several months ago, 

and I do hope this finds everyone do-

ing okay at this time. We all miss our 

regularly scheduled meets with Ms. 

Grohl, leading us in some interesting 

fund raisers and now into the Loom 

knitting. Our exercise classes with 

Miss Patti are sorely missed and I do 

think our leader Jean has some plans 

up her sleeves for the foreseeable fu-

ture. Also sorely missed are our Rev. 

Bridge’s mini sermons which start us 

off for the day. As Teru Shibata puts it, 

she keeps knitting on the Loom, this 

circular thing, and it is getting lon-

ger and longer. Without our knitting 

leader, Ms. Renie, one does not know 

when and where to stop. It kind of 

gets hilarious.

Hopefully, our confinement will 

not last too much longer but we 

need to be careful not to get too 

close to this very destructive invisible 

tiny monster. Scary, is it not? In the 

meantime, we have been able to 

observe Rev. Bridge’s interesting 

sermons via modern technology, for 

which we are all grateful. Sensei and 

Mika-san, the Hana Matsuri service 

was beyond beautiful. Heard many 

wonderful comments. The lights 

and flowers were just gorgeous. We 

enjoyed Sensei’s sermons via the 

modern tech and it just gave us a sense 

of calm and relaxation to be able to 

sit quietly during the service.  Thank 

you, sensei and Mika-san.

I suppose now we wait to see 

when activities start opening up and 

life and returns to normal again. We 

will have to wait and see. Patience.

In the meantime, let us stay well 

and look forward to our next Momiji 

meeting when we can laugh and 

chat, but you know what scares me is 

no one can actually see these scary 

critters. Looking forward to our next 

general meeting at the little chapel in 

the Oakland Buddhist Church.  n

Momiji Kai News      BY NANCY YAMAMOTO

Jr. YBA News      BY ALEXANDER LANG

HELLO EVERYONE! I HOPE   
everyone is doing well during these 

unprecedented times. Because of 

the pandemic, there have been many 

firsts that we have experinced. First 

off, Bishop Harada held a Zoom 

BCA youth chat on May 6th and 7th. 

Also, on May 7th, the Jr. YBA held a 

meeting online. We didn’t have much 

to go over during our meeting but we 

talked about new cabinet positions 

for the fall. 

As the “Church year” is coming 

to an end, I’d like to acknowledge our 

Jr. YBA graduates for this year. I’d 

like to congratulate Sami Neishi and 

Bryant Lee on graduating from Castro 

Valley High School. I would also like  

to thank them and their families for 

their commitment and hard work they 

have put into the Jr. YBA and the 

Buddhist Church of Oakland. 

Lastly, I would like to say this will 

be my last monthly Busshin article. 

It was my pleasure to inform all of 

you on the Jr. YBA and our activities. 

Have a great summer everyone!  n 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases if 

you designate Buddhist Church of Oakland on your  

Amazonsmile account. Go to www.Smile.Amazon.com 

and follow the directions to designate the Buddhist Church 

of Oakland as your charity. Always start your purchase on 

https://amazon.com/smile and contributions will go the 

BCO. Thank you! Questions? Email Maya Lawrence.

Shop Amazon? Designate BCO as Your Charity!

https://amazon.com/smile
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Buddha/Dharma/Sangha – where are they now?  CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

teachings,” then Mahayana Buddhism 

actually has theories that it will 

disappear! In Pure Land Buddhism this 

theory is called the “Dharma Ages,” and 

recognizes that the teachings and the 

tradition will degrade over the centuries 

and millennia. Shinran accepted this 

teaching and understood himself to be 

in the period of “Mappo,” or the “Final 

Dharma.” True attainment is no longer 

available, and the teachings have been 

lost. This period is thought by Japanese 

Buddhists to have begun around 1000 

A.D. and to last 10,000 years. You have

probably never heard me talk about

it, but given the current situation, I

believe it is relevant, because even

during Mappo, the Nembutsu works!

This is because the Nembutsu doesn’t

depend on our own, or “self power,” but 

on the “Other Power” or “Vow Power”

of Amida Buddha. Even though we 

can’t go to temple in person, we can 

still recite Namo Amida Butsu, and we 

can still experience the entrusting and 

transformation it brings about. 

Finally, the Sangha for us is our 

community of Buddhists. This may be 

the hardest thing to lose. I know that 

so many of you really enjoy coming to 

the temple for Sunday services, and 

depend on BCO when we lose loved 

ones, whether in our own family or 

in the greater BCO community. It is 

going to be especially hard this month 

because we have had to cancel our 

Bazaar. Although it is always a lot of 

hard work, it is also an opportunity 

for the Sangha to get together and 

support BCO in a very special way. It 

also incorporates people from outside 

the BCO Sangha who come to support 

us by buying and enjoying the food 

and other events. We aren’t sure what 

will happen without the Bazaar – we 

will definitely need financial support, 

but what form that takes we haven’t 

figured out yet.  

But even though we can’t 

physically be together, even though 

we can’t do what we normally do, the 

Sangha prevails. The Sangha allows 

the Dharma – the Truth and Teachings 

of the Buddha – to help those in need. 

Please talk to each other, help each 

other – our HOST Groups offer an 

interesting opportunity for interaction. 

If you can, please help keep this 

teaching of the Nembutsu survive and 

thrive in these uncertain times. And 

most importantly: don’t forget to say 

Namo Amida Butsu!  n

Virtual Food Drive    BY JON TAKAGAKI

I HOPE OUR SANGHA FAMILIES 

are doing well and staying healthy!

BCO is a long-time supporter 

of the Alameda County Community 

Food Bank (ACCFB). Our annual  

food drive, traditionally from  

January-March, was cut short this 

year with the cancellation of Sunday 

services in early March. Even so, 

through your generous donations,  

the food barrels in the social hall were 

full, and thanks to Ron Nomura, the 

food donations were delivered to 

ACCFB in April.

In these current times of 

economic crisis and lost incomes 

from unemployment, many, many 

families in our local communities 

are experiencing food insecurity. 

AACFB has a critical need for BCO’s 

continued help as they address the 

unprecedented surge in demand for 

their services.

The church Board would 

like to request your support and 

participation in a “virtual food drive.” 

BCO is enrolled as a participating 

organization. Our virtual food drive 

will be from May 11-August 2, 2020 

with a goal of raising $1,500 or more 

in this time period.

To make a donation, please 

visit the ACCFB website at  https://
www.accfb.org/.  From the top of 

the home page, click on “Give” and 

select “Virtual Food Drive.” From the 

“Virtual Food Drive” page, choose 

“Select Your Group” and then select 

“Buddhist Ch Oakland” from the 

dropdown menu so your donation 

will be credited to our food drive. (We 

had to get creative with our name to 

meet the dropdown menu character 

limitations.)  

You may choose to donate to the 

Virtual Store, which displays the bulk 

items that ACCFB most need, or you 

may donate any monetary amount. 

Please consider giving if you can. We 

hope we can far exceed our goal.

BCO’s enduring spirit of dana  

and generosity will assist ACCFB 

respond to the emergency crisis 

caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 

Our donations have a direct 

and positive impact on our local 

communities. We are grateful for  

your consideration and generous 

dana. Please, everyone, take care and 

stay safe. n

https://www.accfb.org/


JUNE 20205

1)  Go to VFD-ACCFB.ORG
2)  Select your group

 3)  Shop

OUR GROUP NAME IS:

HELP THE FOOD BANK PURCHASE ITS 
MOST NEEDED ITEMS

Leverage the Food Bank’s 
amazing purchasing power. 
Donate to our VIRTUAL 
FOOD DRIVE to help buy 
items that can’t go in food 
drive barrels like milk, meat 
and eggs, and farm-fresh 
produce.

Retail price:
$1,265.00

Our price: 
$74.75

575 lbs. of fresh produce

Together we will end hunger

Virtual
Food Drive

Every $1 you donate helps provide $7 worth of food

Buddhist Ch Oakland

http://www.vfd-accfb.org/
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2020 June Shotsuki Memorial Service
Service: Sunday, June 7, 2020
Dharma Message by Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge  

PLEASE NOTE: The Buddhist Church of Oakland may still be closed to the public due to the Shelter 

in Place order. We will send a notification card with updates, or check our website. 
If any errors appear, please direct them to the church office at (510) 832-5988 or officebco@gmail.com at your  

earliest convenience .

Mr. Jimmie Akaba
Mr. Stanley Aochi
Mr. Yasokichi Aochi
Ms. Nobuko Yoshida Colman –  

 17th year

Mrs. Hisae Deguchi
Mrs. Haruno Egashiro
Mr. Yasaburo Egashiro
Mrs. Norma Sutton Fujikawa
Mrs. Melody Fujimori
Mr. Higashi Fukawa – 25th year

Mrs. Matsu Fukuchi
Mr. Kanae Fukutomi
Mr. Takeshi Furuta
Mr. Peng Kiang Goh
Mrs. Masae Goto
Mr. Satoru Harada
Miss Natsuko Harano
Mr. Kameo Hatakeyama
Mrs. Harriet Hayashida
Mrs. Yoshiko Hiyama
Mrs. Kyoko Hori
Mrs. Mitsue Hurlburt – 1st year

Mr. Shintaro Imazu
Mr. Takeyo Inouye
Mrs. Akiyo Isono – 50th year

Mr. Kaz Izumi
Mrs. Toshiko Kamada
Mrs. Evelyn Kanada – 3rd year

Mrs. Masae Kanagaki
Mr. Tsugio Kato – 13th year

Mr. Henry Kawai – 13th year

Ms. Ruby Kawamoto
Mr. George Kido
Mrs. Take Kido
Mr. Mitsunori Komure
Mr. Mitsuru Kurotori
Mr. Takeshi Kusano
Mr. Mitsugi Maneki
Mrs. Dorothy Matsui

Mr. Tsunejiro Matsutani
Mr. Yoshiharu Matsutani
Mrs. Harue Minamoto
Mrs. Misao Miyamoto
Mrs. Tomie Miyamoto
Mrs. Tama Miyazaki
Mrs. Hatsue Mori
Mrs. Katsuko Mori
Mrs. Kinue Mori
Mr. Shoroku Morikawa
Mrs. Tane Morikawa
Mr. Bert Morinaka
Mrs. Kinuko Morinaka
Mr. Genkichi Mukuno
Mr. Ricky Nagaki
Mrs. Aki Naito
Mrs. Saki Nakagawa
Mrs. Sakae Nakaguma
Mrs. Hanako Nakamura
Mr. Don Nakano
Ms. Janice Nakao – 1st year

Mr. Shoichi Nakao
Mrs. Tami Nakao
Mr. Juhei Nakashima
Mr. Juso Nakashima
Mrs. Sakae Nakazono
Mr. Brian Neishi
Mrs. Julia Neishi
Mrs. Kikuyo Neishi – 25th year

Mrs. Michiko Neishi – 7th year

Mrs. Suzanne Neishi
Mrs. Sai Nishimura
Mr. Kyuji Obayashi
Mr. George Ochikubo – 3rd year

Mrs. Suga Ogawa
Mrs. Asae Okai
Mr. Yunosuke Okai
Mr. Richard Okano
Mr. Ken Okamura
Mr. Suehachi Omura

Mr. Noboru Ono
Mrs. Rose Ono
Miss Karen Otsuka
Mrs. Kazuyo Sakai
Mr. San’emon Sasajima
Mr. Nobuyuki Sasaki
Mrs. Miyoko Satake
Mrs. Tomiye Satake
Mr. Kenji Sato
Mr. Bunjiro Shigematsu
Mr. Risuke Shiozaki
Mrs. Koto Suyama
Mr. Noboru Takagaki – 50th year

Mr. George Y. Tamori
Mrs. Sada Tanabe 
Mrs. Hisayo Taniguchi
Mr. Kiyoshi Taniguchi
Mr. Ben Tanisawa
Ms. Tome Tanisawa
Mrs. Tomoye Tatai
Mrs. Yaeko Teramaye
Mrs. Itsuye Tsuchida – 7th year

Mr. Harold Tsujimoto
Mrs. Kiku Tsushima
Miss Kimiko Tsushima
Mr. Kumaichi Tsushima
Mrs. Teruko Tsutakawa – 13th year

Mr. Benjamin Wakabayashi
Mr. Hakuzo Watanabe
Mr. Takeo Yago
Mr. Fukutaro Yamamoto
Mrs. Hamako Yamanashi – 17th year

Mrs. Koraku Yamane
Mr. Roy Yamane
Mr. Yoshio Yamato – 17th year
Mr. Matsutaro Yamashita – 50th year

Mr. Hatsutaro Yoshisato
Mr. Kumekichi Yoshiura
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HOPE EVERYONE IS STAYING HEALTHY AND NOW HAVE CLEAN 
closets, become, outstanding cooks, and have no weeds in the garden. A few 

things to do while sheltering in place (besides watching Rev. Bridge’s excellent 

videos)…  n

OBWA News      BY JOYCE YOKOMIZO

THE ORIGAMI HEART GRATITUDE PROJECT (HEARTS FOR THE WORLD) 
was started by LInda Mihara at Paper Tree, San Francisco: gofoldme.com.

We can also start our own origami heart gratitude project.  

Here are some suggestions on how you can participate:

1.  Fold an origami heart or many origamihearts and put them in  

  your window with a note expressing gratitude for all  

  the essential workers, keeping us safe during the pandemic. 

 2. AND/OR take a photo with your origami heart(s) and message  

  and post it to social media or send in an email to your friends.

3.  AND/OR fold an origami heart, write a 

  message on it and mail (snail mail) it - 

  let your loved one know you are thinking  

  of them and are grateful to them. 

Here are directions for a simple and 

beautiful origami heart:

Origami Heart Gratitude Project    
Submitted by Jun Hamamoto

https://www.gofoldme.com/
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Our Members Recommend…  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Pickled Daikon
Submitted by Fuzy Yoshida

Cut up daikon like thick shoestring potatoes. Put into a pint jar.

Mix together the following and pour into the jar:

1 cup hot water

1/2 cup rice vinegar

6 Tbsp sugar

2 1/4 tsp kosher salt

Chile flakes — amount dependent on how spicy you want the daikon to taste

Let sit overnight.

Fresh Strawberries
Submitted by Joyce Yokomizo

Here’s a trick to keep your strawberries fresh for over 2 weeks! Some of you may already know about this, but I just tried it since 

I had more strawberries than I could eat in a few days and I was amazed!

Mix 1 part white vinegar to 3 parts water. (I made a mix of ¼ c vinegar with ¾ c of water.) Soak your fresh strawberries for about 

5 minutes. Then dry them with a paper towel and let them dry further by leaving them sitting for a while (See photo 1). 

Do not rinse after removing them from vinegar/water. After dry, place them with some paper towels in an airtight container in 

the refrigerator. Before eating them, rinse them. They will still be fresh! (Photo 2-after 16 days)

Photo 1 Photo 2 - After 16 days
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Our Members Recommend…  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Sloe Gin Fizz
Submitted by Doris Okano

INGREDIENTS

1 1/2 oz Sloe gin

1 oz Fresh lemon juice

¾ oz Simple syrup

Club soda

Garnish: Lemon half-wheel

Garnish: Cherry

STEPS

1.  Add all the ingredients except the club soda into a shaker with ice and shake.

2.  Strain into a highball or Collins glass filled with fresh ice.

3.  Top with the club soda.

4. Garnish with a lemon half-wheel and cherry. 

CHEERS!

Virtual Scavenger Hunt
Submitted by Lang Gang

Gather your friends/family and host a virtual scavenger hunt via zoom or any other video communication platform.

Recommended: 5-6 Families - The rules below are recommended and can be adapted to your game.

Time 1-1.5 hours.

1) Each Family is a TEAM and each TEAM LEADS THE HUNT 1x

2) You will need to designate a scorekeeper for the game.

3) There are two components to the game: THE HUNT and THE PHYSICAL CHALLENGE 

 a) THE HUNT: Each TEAM is to have a list of 10-12 items (of which only 8 will be said/used, 4 extra are included in case  

  there are duplicates between teams) that is prepared BEFORE the HUNT. These items should be found in one’s house.  

  Think of items that are found in different rooms (i.e. not all in the kitchen), and provide a variety of items. Each item is  

  worth 1 pt. *NOTE: LEADING TEAM does not have to have the items on their list as they will be LEADING the game and  

  not HUNTING. 

  i) Sequence of THE HUNT: Each team LEADS a “HUNT” (so if you have 5 families online - there will be 5 HUNTS) 

  and says their items, 1 at a time. All other participating teams run through their house to find the item. The HUNTING   

  TEAM who presents their item first to the web cam will receive 1 pt (the LEADING TEAM has the final decision on the  

  winner).  Once the LEADING TEAMS list is done, they present their PHYSICAL CHALLENGE.

 b) PHYSICAL CHALLENGE (Activity has to be planned by each TEAM BEFORE the HUNT): This requires any number of  

  member(s) of the participating TEAMS - but has to require some sort of physical element to it AND it has to be done

  in front of the webcam. Some examples are: an eating challenge (but the required items need to be common enough  

  that everyone has them ie. eating crackers and whistling first), who can do the most sit ups in 30 seconds, who can  

  make up the best dance routine in a minute, who can spin a basketball on their finger the longest. This is worth 3pts.

4) Once each TEAM has LEAD a HUNT, the game is over and the scorekeeper tallies up the points. The winner is determined by 

the team who has the most points.

5) Hosting Family… Surprise the winner with a prize via door bell delivery! We received our gift 15 minutes after the game

and everyone got a laugh from the emergency roll of TP in a ziploc.
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AS I SIT IN MY ROOM DURING THIS  
strange time of sheltering in place, I 

find that I have a lot to be grateful 

for as I reflect on my memories and 

my time at the Buddhist Church of 

Oakland.

I have a lot of great memories so 

far at the Buddhist Church of Oakland.  

From joining the church in 3rd grade 

to going through Dharma school and 

the Jr. YBA. From collecting osaisen 

and reading The Golden Chain to 

chairing a whole service by myself. 

From participating in Dharma lessons 

to leading them with the other Jr. 

YBA students. From fanning mochi 

to making it. From running through 

the haunted house at the Halloween 

party, to constructing the haunted 

house and having sleepovers. As well 

as memories of summer bazaars, 

shaved ice, Obon festivals, and 

dancing. By far, my fondest memories 

will be of Jr. YBA. Although it  

required sitting through many long 

meetings, planning events, and 

hosting several fundraisers, it was 

worth it. What I will remember the 

most are the road trips to Fresno for 

volleyball mixers and conferences, 

staying up late in our hotels rooms, 

and making new friendships with 

others from various chapters. And 

all of those Friday night volleyball 

practices, getting boba after 

practice, and bonding during our 

annual volleyball tournament.

Now I would like to take this time 

to say thank you to everyone who has 

impacted my time at the Buddhist 

Church of Oakland. First, I would 

like to thank my parents for first 

introducing me to the church and 

for driving me to all of those family 

dharma services. I would like to thank  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverend Bridge and Reverend Endo  

for all of the great services and 

messages that they’ve shared over 

the years about mindfulness and of 

course grandpa delivers pizza every 

Mondays and Wednesdays and GAS. 

Thank you to all of my dharma school 

teachers: Ms. Maya, Ms. Kathy, Mrs. 

Aoki, Mr. Noguchi, and Ms. Melyssa. 

You have all taught me so much 

about Buddhism and how to use it in 

my life. Thank you to all of the Jr. YBA 

advisors who made it so enjoyable. 

Thank you to Phil, Tricia, and Mia Li 

as well as Lianne Tsujimoto-Wong 

and Sydney Wong and Chris and 

Leila Neishi for first introducing me 

to Jr. YBA and encouraging me to 

get more involved. Thank you to the 

rest of the parents for supporting 

Jr. YBA and always making sure our 

trips and events were successful and 

so much fun.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been my pleasure to 

represent the Buddhist Church of  

Oakland through the Jr. YBA, the 

Bay District Jr. YBA, and EBYAL. 

Representing the church at meetings, 

conferences, events, and on the 

basketball court has been a privilege. 

I would also like to thank Coach Gary 

Kawabata for leading our team and 

teaching us more than basketball. It 

was great to be able to bring back 

the high school BCO Rams basketball 

team and to see all of the church 

members who came to support me, 

my teammates, and Coach Gary. With 

that being said, I would like to thank 

everyone who I have met through the 

church one more time. I am grateful 

for the memories, lessons, support, 

and friendship.

In Gassho,

Bryant Lee  

Congratulations 2020 High School Graduates

Bryant   Lee
Castro  valley  high   school

CLASS OF
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I HOPE EVERYONE IS STAYING   
safe during these unprecedented 

times. We need to be positive, patient 

and cautiously optimistic and we will 

all come out of this okay. For those 

who don’t know me, I am Samia 

Neishi, a senior at Castro Valley High 

School and current Vice President 

for the Jr YBA. For as long as I can 

remember I’ve been attending the 

Buddhist Church of Oakland. I have 

learned many life lessons that I will 

remember and call upon throughout 

my life. This would include the six 

paramitas, eightfold noble path 

and to be kind and gentle to all 

living things. Some of my favorite  

memories include playing basketball 

for the youth group when I was 

younger, performing skits and songs 

for the Hanamatsuri luncheon after 

service, setting up the haunted  

houses with the YBA, the sleepover  

at the church, all the Fresno 

conferences that we had so 

much fun at, and the Bay District 

Volleyball tournament. I would 

really like to encourage the youth 

of our church to get involved with 

the YBA program. It promotes 

teamwork, leadership, social skills 

and a strong sense of family. I think  

 

 

 

 

getting involved in extracurricular  

activities outside of school brought 

to me a great sense of balance, 

fellowship and community. I would 

like to thank Reverend Bridge and 

Reverend Endo for inspiring me with 

their great dharma talks every week, 

and all of my dharma school and Jr 

YBA teachers for helping me grow 

in my knowledge about the Buddha.  

Also I would like to thank my Dad for 

taking me to service and supporting 

me with all the fun YBA events. Lastly 

I would like to thank all the members 

of the BCO community. Everyone 

always has a positive attitude and 

always looks out for everyone else. I 

feel so fortunate to be a part of such 

a loving and strong community.

Congratulations 2020 High School Graduates

SAMIA  NEISHI
Castro  valley  high   school

CLASS OF

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND WEBSITE REV. BRIDGE’S SERMONS

http://www.buddhistchurchofoakland.org/ https://www.youtube.com/c/buddhistchurchofoakland

PURPLE BOOK

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Kl4SOj0EyQPmaF9NHeC5m1nLBJL6PDA/view?fbclid=IwAR3eqrppNTgKuuCHCIhxjC4XL-vMQv4t-

1KVXf7cbZyyxdGrwGCbmEzxq-LI

GENERAL/REV. BRIDGE AMAZON “SMILE” PROGRAM

www.dharmarealm.com instagram.com/gyokyo48/ https://amazon.com/smile

twitter.com/gyokyo facebook.com/gyokyo48

Special Web Links 

http://www.buddhistchurchofoakland.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/buddhistchurchofoakland/
https://amazon.com/smile
http://www.dharmarealm.com/
http://www.twitter.com/gyokyo/
http://www.instagram.com/gyokyo48/
http://www.facebook.com/gyokyo48/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Kl4SOj0EyQPmaF9NHeC5m1nLBJL6PDA/view?fbclid=IwAR3eqrppNTgKuuCHCIhxjC4XL-vMQv4t-1KVXf7cbZyyxdGrwGCbmEzxq-LI
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WE WISH TO THANK MRS. MARY OTSUKA FOR HER 
generous donation of the beautiful orchid flowers that 

were used to adorn this year’s modified Hanamido and 

Lumbini Garden for our Hanamatsuri service on April 5th.

COVID-19 kept us from being able to gather together at 

the temple for the service, but because of Mrs. Otsuka’s 

generosity, we were able to celebrate the birth of the his-

torical Buddha Gautama Siddhartha with all its glory and 

splendor and share the service with members via You-

Tube! Thank you Mrs. Otsuka!  n

Hanamatsuri Thank You

President’s Message
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

supporters come to enjoy the 

Father’s Day weekend, but it has  

to be canceled this year. Please let 

your family & friends know of our 

decision to not hold this event.

The Board is brainstorming 

ideas to make up for the loss of this 

event. We are realizing that  Obon  

may possibly have the same fate. We 

will keep you updated. I would like 

to ask you for your continued support, 

as we push forward to get through 

this pandemic.

I hope you are all in good health 

and are staying safe. Domo Arigato 

Gozaimasu.  n

DEADLINE FOR  
JULY 2020 
BUSSHIN ARTICLES: 

May 24th 
Articles submitted after this 
date may not be printed.  

SEND ARTICLES TO: 
Joyce Yokomizo

email: joyce@yokomizo.com 
or fax: (415) 970-0810. 
You can also send articles 
to the church office.

BUSSHIN COLLATION: 
No Busshin collation due to 

Stay at Home Order. 

Temple Tid Bits 
THANK YOU TO BOBBY OZAWA 
and Ron Nomura for trimming the 

trees in the back garden. Looks great! 

A big thank you to Jon Takagaki for 

graffiti removal on the Issei kaikan 

building. Thank you to HOST garden 

volunteers, along with Jon T. and John 

Minamoto for their help maintain-

ing church grounds while practicing 

social distancing - staying at least 6 

feet (about 2 arms’ length) from other

people, and wearing face-coverings. 

We appreciate your dedication and

hard work! n 

mailto:joyce@yokomizo.com


Views of BCO 5.12.20

JUNE 202013



 

  

 
 

1 2 3 
Board of Directors 
Meeting 
Online 
7:00 pm 

4 
No Momijikai 
 
Gakuen 
Online 
6:30-8:30 pm 
 
 

5 
 

6 
Gakuen 
Online 
9:00-12:00 pm 
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Dharma Family & 
Graduation Service 
Online 
 
Shotsuki Memorial & Adult  
Dharma Service  
Online 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
Concord Howakai 
Cancelled 
 

12 
 

13 
 
Gakuen 
End of Year 
Presentation  
Tentative 
 
 

14 
No Service 
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No Momijikai 
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Bazaar & 
Food Festival 
CANCELLED 
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Bazaar & 
Food Festival 
CANCELLED  
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24 
 
 
Business Committee 
Meeting 
Online 
7:00-8:30 pm 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
Busshin Articles Due 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

 
HOST 11 Leader: George Kamita 
Temple tentatively closed to public events in June. 
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HOST 1 Leader: Gary Tominaga 
Temple tentatively closed to public events in July.  
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