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Creating a safe and inclusive environment 

within our Dharma School classrooms is a 

goal for all of our chapters. 

The Dharma helps us to get closer to this 

goal, but societal influences can hamper our 

efforts. What can we do to close the gap? 

A better understanding of how we got to 

this point and pausing to look within 

ourselves can help us as teachers to educate 

our students as we strive to reach our goal.

Zora Uyeda-Hale is an 11th grader at Albany High School 
and attends Berkeley Buddhist Temple, where she serves 
as the JYBA President and Co-President of the Bay District 
JYBA. At school, Zora helps to lead Speak, a social justice 
education group, and is the co-leader of the school's 
Diversify Our Narrative educational justice committee. 
Zora has an ArtSpeak internship at the Asian Art Museum. 
When she has a free moment, Zora likes to crochet and 
dream of playing basketball at school again.

Since retiring from her work in education, Kiyo Masuda 
finally has time to develop one of her many interests – 
finding books that make the Dharma meaningful and 
relevant to children. Her twenty-five years in education 
included teaching elementary, middle school and high 
school and holding administrative positions at each level. 
As a Buddhist and educator, she realizes the importance of 
teaching children, from their formative years, the essence 
of how to live a happy life in gratitude. 
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