
Celebrating
Women
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Happy Women's History Month!

By Joemy Ito-Gates



Did you know...

That Jodo Shinshu is America's

oldest continuous Buddhist

tradition?

It was first established in Hawaii in
the 1880s and California in the
1890s.



Did you know...

That March is Women's History

Month?

It first started in March of 1981 as
Women's History Week. This is the
40th year that Women's History
week, now month, has been
celebrated!



In honor of Women's
History Month, we
celebrate women in
Buddhism who are
making history!



Reverend Patricia
Kanaya Usuki
Who grew up in Canada and is now

the head minister of the San

Fernando Valley Hongwanji

Buddhist Temple, near Los Angeles,

California.

We honor...



In 2007...

She published a book titled, 

 Currents of Change: American

Buddhist Women Speak Out on

Jodo Shinshu. Reverend Usuki

cares about teaching people

about the role of women and

their experiences in Jodo

Shinshu Buddhism. 



Reverend Angel
Kyodo Williams
who is the second Black woman

to become a Sensei in the Zen

Buddhist tradition. 

We honor...



As a child in New
York...

She read many comic books and X-Men were

her favorite. Reverend Williams is also an

activist and Buddhism is her way to speak out

about topics like injustice. She started the

Center for Transformative Change in Berkeley

for people who are committed to social justice

and Buddhism.

Reverend Williams lives in Berkeley with her

pet parrot and fiancée, Elena Margarita

Williams (pictured on the left).



Reverend
Candice Shibata
who has always cared about

children and worked with them

during and after college. She is

now the Sensei at the Buddhist

Church of Stockton in California.

We honor...



Reverend Shibata
continues to care
about children...

And has been supportive of the work of the

activist group,Tsuru for Solidarity, which is

trying to close the ICE detention centers

that keep families apart.



Konda Mason
who practices Vipassana

Buddhism and is a Dharma and

yoga teacher at Spirit Rock

Center and East Bay Meditation

Center in California.

We honor...



Konda Mason has
many talents...

She is an Oscar-nominated filmmaker,

Grammy Award-winning music producer as

well as a Buddhist teacher! She cares about

making Buddhism more inclusive and

welcoming of people of color.



Think about a special Buddhist
woman in your life.  

This person could be a family
member, Sangha member,

Dharma teacher, or 
family friend.



Art Activity

Get a photo of

the person you

are thinking of!

Draw their

portrait. Watch

THIS video if

you get stuck!

Get some

drawing

materials ready

to go!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXlO6ocidiY


If you can, gift
the portrait to
the person you
drew!  

Please also take a photo and send it

to us! Your grown-up can email it to

jitogates@gmail.com. Thank you!



https://tricycle.org/magazine/patricia-kanaya-usuki/
 

https://buddhistchurchofstockton.org/our-minister/
 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/monkeymind/2019/07/never-again-is-now-a-
letter-to-buddhist-leaders.html

 
https://www.spiritrock.org/konda-mason
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