
125 Years – Receiving Wisdom & Compassion 
with Appreciation & Gratitude BY REV. HARRY GYOKYO BRIDGE

LAST MONTH I TALKED ABOUT A BUNCH  
of anniversaries, both for myself and 

for the Buddhist Churches of Amer-

ica. But this month, we have a very 

special anniversary to consider – the 

Buddhist Church of Oakland’s 125th!

One way to think about an an-

niversary is to see a connection with 

the past. 125 years ago is 1901, right 

after the turn of the century. Buddhist 

ministers had come from Japan only 

a couple of years previous, to try and 

help give spiritual support to Japa-

nese immigrants in San Francisco. One 

thing that I thought about recently is 

that, back then, there was no BART 

– that was created in the early 1970s.

The Bay Bridge didn’t exist yet either

– that didn’t happen until the 1930s.

Japanese people in Oakland wanted

to listen to the Dharma so much that

they started a group in the East Bay.

One thing this makes me think of is

change, which is one way to think

about impermanence, one of the

fundamental teachings of Buddhism. I
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT THE    
days are already getting shorter? The 

Giants are in the cellar, but the 49’ers 

are just starting their 2026 season. 

Might there be hope for a Super Bowl 

run?

Fall is upon us and summer is now 

in our rear-view mirror and it’s time 

to think about the year-end planning. 

But before we do so, September and 

October are jam-packed with events 

and celebrations. Here is a short run-

down:

BeHere / 1942: The Oakland  

Museum of California (OMCA) is bring-

ing to Oakland and the Bay Area an ex-

hibit created by the visionary Japanese 

media artist Masaki Fujihata and initial-

ly on exhibit at the Japanese-American 

National Museum (JANM) in Los Ange-

les in 2022. The exhibit was a co-pre-

sentation sponsored by JANM and the 

Yanai Initiative for Globalizing Japanese                                   

Humanities at UCLA and Waseda Uni-

versity. It brought augmented reality 

(AR) technology to have viewers of the 

exhibit experience what the Japanese 

American community experienced in 

1942. The Buddhist Church of Oakland 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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President’s Message    BY STEVE TERUSAKI

 



THE DHARMA SCHOOL TEAM  
planned fun, free activities for the 

sangha members and the public 

to enjoy at BCO’s Obon Festival in  

August. The  Dharma School tents 

at Obon were full of kids and adults 

expressing their creativity. We pro-

vided an uchiwa decorating craft, 

where folks could decorate bamboo 

and paper uchiwas with markers, rib-

bons, washi paper scraps donated 

by the OBWA, gems, and stickers in 

the themes of Japanese kawaii, Stu-

dio Ghibli movie characters, Sanrio 

characters, Demon Slayer manga, and 

flowers. Japanese American Families 

4 Justice joined our tents to offer 

screen printed fabric solidarity patch-

es for people to decorate with fabric 

markers. We also offered 3 hours of 

face painting by Laura Gonzalez. In 

addition, Dharma School and BCO 

Youth Club shared a booth to offer 

information and merchandise for sale.

Special thanks to Jon Takagaki, 
Norman Yoshida, Gary Lawrence, Re-
nie Yoshida, Ron and Mayumi Nomu-
ra and the construction crew for sup-

porting Dharma School at Obon and 

providing a large, furnished space. A 

huge thank you to the teachers and 

caregivers who volunteered at BCO’s 

Obon Festival: Megan Scott, Mariko 
Minamoto, Renee Wang, Daniel and 
Mariana Bissonnette, Aleyna Mina-
moto, Kristina Yoshida, Maya Yoshi-
da, Jun Hamamoto, Joemy Ito-Gates, 
Melyssa Minamoto, Kim Miyoshi and 

Japanese American Families for Jus-

tice. Thank you for enduring the hot 

weather to help foster creativity, joy 

and share the Dharma in our commu-

nity! We also appreciate Laura Gon-
zalez for face painting. Thank you 

also to the OBWA for the washi pa-

per scraps which, years later, contin-

ue to be a gift that keeps on giving!

In the beginning of August, 

Dharma School teachers and family 

members began cleaning and pre-

paring classrooms in the Issei Kaikan 

building. We have been fortunate 

to welcome more students and ad-

ditional teachers, thereby adding a 

fourth class to Dharma School. We 

cleaned out the extra furniture and 

old supplies in Room 5, which will 

be the new Preschool-Kindergarten 

classroom. The former Preschool-1st 

grade classroom at the end of the 

upstairs hall will become the 1st-3rd 

grade classroom. Thank you to Sami 
Neishi, Mariana and Daniel Bisson-
nette, Jun Hamamoto, Keiko Aguila, 
Melyssa Minamoto, Solina B., Haru B., 
and Toshi G. M. for moving furniture, 

cleaning floors, white boards, tables 

and chairs, and refreshing classroom 

supplies and bulletin boards. We are 

currently seeking donations of for-

ward-facing or sling bookshelves, an 

8x10 area rug in good condition, and 

manipulatives (building toys, legos, 

sensory toys, etc.) to furnish the new 

PreK-K classroom.

In addition to Mariana Bissonnette, 

who teaches the Preschool-Kinder-

garten class, we want to give a warm 

welcome to our newest Dharma 

School teacher, Samia Neishi. She is a 

Dharma School and Jr. YBA alum, as 

well as a stellar obon dance instructor, 

who teaches professionally. We are so 

happy to welcome Sami back to Dhar-

ma school as co-teacher of the 1st-3rd 

grade class with Teacher Joemy.

Dharma School is grateful to Ted 
and Susan Tanisawa for their Pets 

Memorial donation, as well as to  
Peggy and Alan Takahashi Lamont 
for their donations.

Please join Dharma School at the 

annual Halloween Party (see flyer) on 

October 25th, immediately following 

service. Thank you to Dharma School 

parents, Megan Scott and Mariko Mina-
moto for chairing the Halloween Party 

this year and for the last several years!

A very Happy Birthday to 

Madrone M., Tilda M., Camden N., 
Dominique P.-H., and Elsie S.!

Upcoming Dharma School 

dates:  9/13, 9/22. 10/11, 10/25, 11/22, 

12/6.  n

Dharma School News     BY MELYSSA MINAMOTO
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HALLOWEENpartypartyparty

Buddhist  Church of
Oakland

825 Jackson Street
Oakland

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 25TH

10 AM SERVICE
FOLLOWED BY A

PARTY!
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125th Anniversary Celebration Update    BY PEGGY TAKAHASHI &
											                  JON TAKAGAKI

Karen Hashimoto
Patty Hirota-Cohen
 
 

Judy Kano, 
	 In memory of OBWA  
	 members who have passed  
	 away

Lynne Neishi
Edwin Oto
Fusae Yoshida
Deborah Yoshimine

125TH Fundraising (AUGUST 1, 2026-AUGUST 24, 2026)
We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following for their generous gifts and sup-

port of BCO’s 125th anniversary fundraising campaign:

While some of the 125th fundraising projects are completed (see below), these 

projects are not fully funded. If you haven’t yet, please consider sending in your gift 

soon. We are grateful for your generosity and support. 

For information regarding the 125th fundraising campaign, please visit the  

BCO website at https://buddhistchurchofoakland.org, email the church office at   

officebco@gmail.com, or call the church office at 510-832-5988. n

125TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECTS UPDATE
The 125th fundraising projects in the Hondo (i.e., Onaijin (altar) restoration, floor refinishing, pews refurbish-

ment) and the new HVAC system have been completed. While the pews were removed for refurbishment, the  

timing was right to do some additional improvements in the Hondo, to include new carpeting, improved lighting, 

an enhanced sound system, and new paint. 

 

WELCOME BACK TO DHARMA SCHOOL AND HAPPY 125TH ANNIVERSARY
On Sunday, September 13, 10:00 am, the “Welcome Back to Dharma School and a Happy 125th Birthday BCO” 

celebration will be held at church. The September Shotsuki service will follow. We welcome the entire Sangha to 

attend! Come see the restoration and refurbishment of the Hondo and the celebration will include a luncheon and 

fun activities for the kids. See you then!

125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND LUNCHEON TICKETS
Tickets are going fast but we still have tickets for the October 17 celebration luncheon at the Oakland Asian 

Cultural Center (OACC) in Oakland Chinatown. Tickets for the luncheon are $75 per person. Tickets are available 

via a link on the BCO website or you may call the BCO office at 510-832-5988 to reserve tickets.

On October 17, BCO will commemorate the anniversary with a series of events at church, followed by the 

luncheon.  Here’s a schedule for the day.

10:00–11:00 am – Special service at BCO

11:15-12 Noon – Photo of the Sangha in front of the church

12:30–2:30 - Luncheon at OACC

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact the church office.

https://www.buddhistchurchofoakland.org
mailto:officebco@gmail.com
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BCO Acknowledgements & Thank You’s     BY STEVE TERUSAKI

THANK YOU TO OUR POST OBON  
clean-up volunteers Dennis Kata-
yama, John Minamoto, Ron Nomura, 
Jon Takagaki, Keiju Terada, Norman 
Yoshida. A special shout-out to John 
Minamoto for cleaning & oiling the 

kitchen cutting boards.

I would also like to acknowledge 

the volunteers from the Oakland China-
town Improvement Council (OCIC) who 

assisted in the heavy lifting to build the 

yagura (stage) on Jackson Street and 

stringing the electrical lines to support 

the lighted lanterns with Memorial Tags 

that “danced” above the odori area in 

front of the Church.

Two other individuals need to be 

spotlighted in this column. The first is 

Justin Travis. Justin is a recent new par-

ticipant with our Sangha. He also has 

been professionally involved in technol-

ogy support and is now working with 

our technology team to bring on-line 

streaming for all of our services. Thank 

you for all your assistance! The second 

individual is Davey Hudson. With the 

recent Hondo improvements, the organ 

had been moved and dismantled. In that 

process, the pedal keyboard had been 

disconnected and the cable connection 

had been damaged. With his expertise 

in working with electronic equipment, 

Davey was able to diagnose the issue 

and find the correct connectors to re-

pair the situation. For all of you who en-

joy hearing the organ, you should give 

a special thanks to Davey Hudson for 

repairing what might have been a disas-

trous outcome.

Many thanks for the HOST 8 group 

chaired by Donna Yokomizo for the 

month of August and to HOST 9 

group led by Norman Yoshida for pro-

viding support to the many activities 

that are taking place in September. 

It should always be recognized 

that the Church appreciates each and 

every one of our dedicated volunteers 

for their help managing the opera-

tions & maintenance of BCO. Many go 

unseen so we hope to bring their ef-

fort to light through this column.

Gassho,  Steve Terusaki  n 

125th Merchandise
Thank you for supporting projects  

for the 125th anniversary by your purchase of merchandise  

that commemorates BCO’s 125 years. Your purchase of these 

tastefully designed t-shirts, baseball caps, tote bags, and  

aprons will help support the BCO for years to come.  

Merchandise is available for sale most Sundays or from  

BCO’s website at https://buddhistchurchofoakland.org/125-2/ 

125th-anniversary-merchandise-page/.  n                           

https://www.buddhistchurchofoakland.org/125-2/
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OBWA News     BY PEGGY TAKAHASHI  

OBON
Thank you to everyone who helped 

out on Friday, July 31, slicing, dicing, 

and packaging cookies. We are also 

grateful to everyone who volunteered 

at the booths on Saturday, August 1. 

We sold out of most everything that 

day! We are grateful to all our volun-

teers. The success of these events de-

pends on your support.

We appreciate Jean Kawata and 

her crew for the kuri manju, always 

a bit hit. Kudos to Yurika Toyofuku 

and her team for making the an and 

for making all of the delicious daifuku 

and ohagi. Shout out to Carrie Oto 

and her baking squad for baking all 

the cookies and furikake chex mix. We 

baked a ton of cookies and just had 

some packages of brownies leftover. 

Carol Thunen reported that Gift 

Shop sales overall were good. Thank 

you to everyone who contributed their 

handmade and homemade crafts. As 

usual, the handmade cards were very 

popular and Carrie Oto’s adorable 

children’s happi coats were also a hit

Looking ahead, our Holiday Gift 

Boutique, on December 13, will be here 

in no time. We’ll need cards (always a 

hit) and other homemade and hand-

made goods such as sewn and knit-

ted items. We can make homemade, 

non-perishable goodies for this event 

such as cookies, granola, candy, etc. at 

home. Crafters, get your game on!. 

DUES REMINDER
Thank you to everyone who has paid 

their 2026 OBWA dues. If you haven’t, 

this is a gentle reminder to please sub-

mit your annual $25 dues to Judy Kano. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
2026 OBWA MEETING DATES

September 27: 11:30 am after Fall 

Ohigan Service, OBWA Meeting/Pot-

luck

November 1: 11:15 am after ser-
vice. Card workshop and Hanko sale 

event. Limited registration. Details to 

follow.

November 8: (last meeting of 

2026)

All meetings are on Sunday after 

church service ~11:30 a.m. and held 

over a potluck lunch. 

FUTURE EVENTS TO CONSIDER
Federation of Buddhist Women’s  
Association (FBWA) conference will 

be October 2 – 4, 2026 in San Di-
ego. It’s not too late to register; late 

registration is open from August 1 

to October 1. If you’re interested 

in attending, please contact Kathy  
Terusaki at kkterusaki@gmail.com. 

World Buddhist Women’s  
Conference (WBWC) will be held in  

Hawaii from September 11 – 12, 2027.  
If you are interested in attending,   

please contact Kathy Terusaki.

The 2031 WBWC will be in Las  
Vegas in Fall 2031 midweek. This con-

ference will be organized by an ad 

hoc committee consisting of mem-

bers from different districts. If you 

have ideas for a theme, please contact 

Patti Hisaoka at pfujihisa@gmail.com.

Please remember to make 

checks out to “Buddhist Church 

of Oakland – OBWA” to ensure 

funds are correctly allocated.  n 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DEADLINE FOR  
NOVEMBER 2026 BUSSHIN 
ARTICLES: 
SEPTEMBER 25TH 

Articles submitted after this 

date may not be printed. 

SEND ARTICLES TO:  
Joyce Yokomizo   

email: joyce@yokomizo.com

You can also send articles to 

the church office.

mailto:kkterusaki@gmail.com
mailto:pfujihisa@gmail.com
mailto:joyce@yokomizo.com
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Obon Festival 2026     BY JON TAKAGAKI

IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL AND  
pleasantly warm day on Saturday, 

August 1, for our Sangha, their fami-

lies, and members of our community 

who came to enjoy in BCO’s annual 

Obon Festival. I wish to thank all who  

supported our food bazaar and who 

participated in the Bon Odori. With 

the decorated yagura stage as the 

centerpiece on Jackson St., surround-

ed by the memorial lanterns honoring 

family members and friends, it was a 

joyous and very meaningful day. For 

the Bon Odori, it’s estimated that 

there were more than 300 dancers!

I wish to thank the many, many 

Sangha members, family members, 

and friends of our Sangha who helped 

with food prep, cooking, construction 

and deconstruction, and to the many 

volunteers who staffed the barbeque 

“pit,” our food and drink booths, and 

sales tables. It is only with our vol-

unteers and their tireless efforts and 

dedication could we put on our Obon 

Festival. Thank you so much!

My thanks to the leadership team 

who planned, organized, and over-

saw the array of details to put on 

the Obon Festival. The team includes 

Rev. Bridge, Rev. Endo, Rev. Nagata, 
Steve Terusaki, Doris Okano, Carrie 
Oto, Norman Yoshida, Kathy Terusaki, 
Patti Hisaoka, Jean Kawata, Ron No-

mura, John Minamoto, Ed Minamoto, 
Don Kaneshige, Carol Thunen, Dana 
Hiramoto, Melyssa Minamoto, Joemy 
Ito-Gates, Mark Shimamoto, Robert 
Noguchi, and Keiju Terada. I am deep-

ly grateful to each and every one of 

these individuals for their long hours 

of hard work to make our Obon such a 

memorable and successful event.

The cultural demonstrations 

and musical performances make our 

Obon Festival very special. Our deep-

est gratitude to Mrs. Kayoko Fujimo-
to and her students from the Ohara 
School (ikebana floral exhibit) and the 

Urasenke School of Tea for the tea 

ceremony demonstration, which was 

led by Mrs. Sojin Hagawara, under the 

guidance of Mrs. Fujimoto.

We thank Shirley Kazuyo Mura-
moto and Brian Mitsuhiro Wong for 

their beautiful koto performance and 

for their collaboration with Hiromi In-
aba and Seiji Oda. And, thanks to Rev. 
Bridge, with his bass guitar, as a spe-

cial guest performer.  

We express our gratitude to the 

San Jose Chidori Band for their con-

tinued support of our Obon Festival, 

performing prior to the Bon Odori and 

for their musical accompaniment as 

we danced. Their “live” music makes 

our odori extra memorable!

Dance practices are an enjoyable 

part of the Obon experience. Thanks 

to Valerie Otsuka for leading the  

practices and thanks to our instruc-

tors at practices and on the yagura; 

Leila Neishi, Samia Neishi, Mayumi 
Nomura, Cynthia Lee, and Mikaela 
Sasada.

Our thanks to the OBWA for their 

gift shop, with many unique and hand-

crafted items. Linda and I could not 

pass up the yukatas for the grandkids!

Our deepest appreciation to 

the Dharma School for having their 

booths, providing crafts for the  

children, offering their creative mer-

chandise items, and providing infor-

mation about our Dharma School. 

A special highlight this year was the 

face painting booth! I saw both youth 

and adults taking advantage of this 

fun activity.

And, I wish to thank the Youth 

Club parents and the basketball play-

ers who worked very hard to help with 

our recycling program, bus tables and 

dishwash in the kitchen. These are 

challenging tasks and they did a great 

job!

To the BCO Sangha, their fami-

lies, and the broader BCO commu-

nity, thank you for your continued 

and unwavering support of BCO!.n 

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND WEBSITE		

http://www.buddhistchurchofoakland.org/			

ONLINE SERVICES AND DHARMA TALKS

https://www.youtube.com/c/buddhistchurchofoakland/

BCA SERVICE BOOK  

https://buddhistchurchofoakland.org/servicebook/

REV. BRIDGE	

twitter.com/gyokyo	  facebook.com/gyokyo48

instagram.com/gyokyo48/   

 Special Web Links

www.twitter.com/gyokyo
www.instagram.com/gyokyo48/
www.facebook.com/gyokyo48


825 Jackson Street ● Oakland, California 94607 ● (510) 832-5988 ● TIN: 94-1498382

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND       
2026 GOLF FUN DAY 

Dear Members and Friends: 

The Buddhist Church of Oakland is happy to sponsor the BCO Golf Fun Day to be 
held at the Berkeley Country Club at 7901 Cutting Boulevard, El Cerrito, CA 
94530. It will be on Monday, September 28, 2026. 

We are, once again, offering corporate sponsorship opportunities to our local community 
organizations, companies, or individuals as part of the church’s ongoing community 
outreach.  Three levels of corporate sponsorship are available. Each level provides corporate 
representatives to participate as well as opportunities to identify your company, business, or 
simply your name at the golf course. 

We also ask you to consider supporting this fundraiser by being a hole sponsor for the 
tournament.  In recognition of your monetary donation of $100 or more towards a hole 
sponsorship, a sign advertising your business, or your personal sponsorship will be displayed 
around the perimeter of the practice putting area. Your donation will also be acknowledged 
in the Busshin, the church monthly newsletter, and on the church website.  

Other opportunities include providing monetary donations and merchandise donations which 
will be used as part of a prize give-away for the golfers at the conclusion of the golf round. 

A list of sponsorships and donation opportunities is included with this letter.  For your 
donation to be properly acknowledged, please complete and return the form on Page 2 to 
the church by Monday, SEPTEMBER 14. 

We wish to take this opportunity to extend our deepest gratitude and appreciation to 
the many participants, donors and supporters who, over the years, have generously 
contributed to this event. Your consideration of supporting this event and helping the 
Buddhist Church of Oakland through these continuing challenging times is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

Keiju Terada, Committee Chair 

Committee Members: Michael Endo, Eric Ikeda, Linda Minamoto, Edward Mon, 
Peter Nakaso, John Neishi, Ron Nomura, Lisa Oyama, Jeff Suda, Ted Tanisawa, Gary 
Tominaga, Janet Tsukahira, Julie Tsukahira, Keiju Terada 
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825 Jackson Street ● Oakland, California 94607 ● (510) 832-5988 ● TIN: 94-1498382

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF OAKLAND 
2026 GOLF FUN DAY 

Monday, September 28, 2026 
Berkeley Country Club 

El Cerrito, CA 

Yes, I wish to donate towards a Corporate Sponsorship at the following level (please check one): 

□ Gold Sponsor $2000 - one four-some including carts, after-round appetizers, and 
hole sponsor sign designating Gold Sponsor.  Display of company-provided 
banner or signage at the golf course. 

□ Silver Sponsor $1000 - one two-some including cart, after-round appetizers, and 
hole sponsor sign designating Silver Sponsor.  Display company-provided banner 
or signage at the golf course. 

□ Bronze Sponsor $500 - one player including cart, after-round appetizers, and hole 
sponsor sign designating Bronze Sponsor.  Display company-provided banner or 
signage at the golf course. 

□  I wish to be a hole sponsor for the BCO Golf Fun Day. The minimum requested donation is $100. 
Please include the name(s) you wish to have appear on the hole-sponsor sign: 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

□ I do not wish to be a hole sponsor, but I would like to provide a monetary donation for the event. 

                                                                        Amount enclosed: $____________________ 

□ I wish to make a merchandise donation as a door prize for the golfers during the event. 
Please contact Keiju Terada: (kju@att.net  925-699-1921) 

          Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ( )   E-mail Address:         

Thank you for your contribution! 

Please send this form and your check by Monday, September 14 to the Buddhist Church of Oakland, 
Golf Fun Day Committee, 825 Jackson Street, Oakland, CA 94607 

OR 
Donate through the BCO website - https://buddhistchurchofoakland.org/ 

Page 2 of 2
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2026 October Shotsuki Memorial Service

Mrs. Maya Aikawa
Mr. Charles S. Ajari
Mrs. Kane Aochi
Mr. Shigeru Asakura
Mrs. Kane Baba
Mr. Takashi Baba
Mrs. Gloria Bucol
Mrs. Ichi Chiyoda
Mr. Hachiro Endo
Mr. Heitaro Fujii
Mrs. Kikuno Fujii
Mr. Fred Fujii
Mr. Rikizo Fujinami
Mrs. Marie Miyako Fujino
Mr. William Furuta
Mr. Miyao Harada
Mr. Sunao Harada
Mr. Katsuji Harano
Mrs. Seki Hayashi
Mr. Kiichi Hiramoto 
Mr. Jitsuro Hiramoto
Mrs. Loralee Tucker Hiramoto
Mrs. Saki Hirao
Mrs. Fumiyo Honda – 13th year
Mr. Horizo Horimoto
Mrs. Kiyoko Idehara
Mr. Jukiji Igaki
Mr. Tomenosuke Inouchi
Mrs. Fusayo Inouye
Mr. Shokichi Isono
Mr. Seitaro Iwamoto
Mr. Jitsugo Iwata
Mrs. Yuki Kamano
Mrs. Tatsumi Kanada
Mr. Seiso Kanesaki
Mrs. Alice Kaneshige – 13th year
Mr. Shonosuke Kato
Mrs. Yoshiye Kawabata
Mrs. Hatsu Kawabe
Mr. Tokichi Kawamoto
Mr. Shuichi Kawaoka
Mr. Ichiro Kayatani
Mr. John Kido
Mr. Meiji Kido
 

Mrs. Teiko Kido
Mr. Takashi Kimoto
Ms. Setsuko Kimura
Mrs. Shige Kisanuki
Mr. Kokichi Kiya
Mr. Tameji Kobori
Mrs. Kathleen Koeber – 13th year
Mrs. Jane Kosakura
Mrs. Yoshiye Kume
Mrs. Tama Kuritsubo
Mr. Harry Kurotori
Mrs. Tamae Kurotori
Mr. Shoroku Kuwahara
Mrs. Grace Masui 
Mrs. Sachi Masuyama
Mr. George Matsui
Mr. Gary Matsumoto
Mr. George Matsutani
Mrs. Misty Minamihara
Mrs. Tomiko Minamoto – 33rd year
Miss Yuki Minamoto
Mr. Tomijiro Miyagawa
Mrs. Barbara Setsuko Mizota-Detata
Rev. (Rinban) Shoki Mohri – 17th year
Mrs. Kazue Mori
Mr. Roy Mori
Mr. Gene Tatsuo Moriki
Mrs. Sumiko Murashima
Mrs. Taki Nagafuji
Mr. Shigeji Naito
Mrs. Sachie Nakamura – 7th year
Mr. Kohachi Nakao
Mrs. Satsuki Nakao
Rev. Juko Nakashima
Mrs. Tsuneno Nakatani
Mr. Ben Nakaya
Mr. Torataro Nakayama
Mr. Yaichi Nakazono
Mr. Alan Neishi
Mr. Motomu Neishi – 13th year
Mr. Tsunekichi Niizawa
Mrs. Toshiko Ninomiya
Mr. Keary Nitta
Mr. Sam Hoyo Noma
Mr. Seizo Nomura

Mrs. Tamayo Norimoto
Mrs. Miyeko Okamoto
Mrs. Sei Okawa
Mrs. Fujie Oniki
Ms. Etsuko Onizuka
Mr. Edward Otake
Mr. Ted Hitoshige Sakaki
Mr. Kumashichi Sakamoto
Mrs. Kikue Sameshima
Mrs. Hisa Sasaki
Mrs. Tomekichi Satake
Mr. Hidemi Seiji
Mr. Shigeru Seta
Mrs. Tomiye Seta
Mr. Yasumatsu Shigaya
Mr. Bruce Shimada
Mrs. Ruth Shimada
Mr. Harvey Shinomoto
Mrs. Fumiko Evelyn Soga – 13th year
Mr. George S. Takahashi
Mrs. Tame Takahashi
Mrs. Mineko Takata
Mr. Shinobu Tani – 25th year
Mr. Masayuki Terada
Mr. Loren Teramura
Mr. Eiya Ugai
Mrs. Misao Watanabe
Mr. Wataru Watanabe
Mrs. Ruth Miyoko Wong
Mrs. Dai Yamabe
Baby Yamamoto
Mr. John Yamamoto
Mrs. Miyuki Lois Yamamoto – 33rd year
Mrs. Tatsuyo Yamamoto
Mrs. Michi Yamane – 17th year
Mr. Kuhachiro Yamaoka
Mrs. Tsuya Yamashita
Mr. Choshiro Yokoyama
Mrs. Yoshino Yokoyama
Mrs. Ino Yoshida
Mrs. Misa Yoshida
Mr. Yozo Yoshida
Mrs. Grace Yoshioka
Mr. Shosaburo Yoshioka

Service: Sunday, October 4, 2026 in-person & online at 10:00 AM.

Dharma Message: Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge

Family and friends are invited to attend or view this monthly memorial service for those listed below.  If any errors appear, please direct 

them to the church office at at (510) 832-5988 or officebco@gmail.com at your earliest convenience. 



OCTOBER 202611

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Booker, Robin
Chang, Kashima, Kevin & Sara
Hamamoto, Jun
Toyofuku, Donald & Yurika
Wong, Brian

GENERAL DONATIONS 
Aoki, Miho
Handa, John & Geri
	 In memory of Hibakusha
Horikoshi, Peter & Wendy
Ikeda, Delia & Eric
	 Grant Ikeda & Madison Ikeda
	 Graduation Appreciation
Kuritsubo, Janis
	 Family & Friends of Ruby Kuritsubo
Minamoto, Garten, Melyssa & Tom
	 Minamoto Fund
Nagata, Brian
	 125th Gift Bags
Oto, Brown, Carrie & Brad
Takahashi, Lamont, Peggy & Alan
	 125th Gift Bags
Takayama, Greg
	 Appreciation
Wanto Hiroshima Nikkeijin Kai

HATSUBON 
Ando, Jerry Booth and Barbara
	 Mem of Ruby Kuritsubo
Bergland, Masuyama, Harry & June
	 Mem of Ellen Takayama
Fujimoto, Gloria
	 Mem of Ruby Kuritsubo, Namie Naito, 	
	 Ellen Takayama
Hashimoto, Karen
	 Mem of Ruby Kuritsubo, Namie Naito, 	
	 Ellen Takayama
Hiramoto, Komure, Patricia & Wayne
	 Mem of Keiko Hiramoto Hess
Kawabata, Kathy & Bruce
	 Mem of Ruby Kuritsubo
Kobayashi, Bobby & Judy
	 Mem of Namie Naito
Koyama, Hiramoto, Kenneth & Stacie
	 Mem of Keiko Hiramoto Hess
Lee, Noriko
	 Mem of George Nakao
Mikami, David
	 Mem of George Nakao
Morimoto, Sally
	 Mem of Ben Morimoto
Naito, N.
	 Mem of Namie Naito, Shig Naito, 		
	 & Mits Naito

Naito, Bart, Stephanie, Tina
	 Mem of Namie Naito 
Narasaki, Gary
	 Mem of Masato Narasaki
Neishi, Alice
	 Mem of Namie Naito
Neishi, Ken & Carol
	 Mem of Ruby Kuritsubo
Nishida, Larry & Nickie
	 Mem of Namie Naito
Sato, Francis
	 Mem of Ron Sato
Siegel, Shimada, Rene & Eric
	 Mem of Diane Shimada, Mas Narasaki
Tominaga, Gary & Anne
	 Mem of Namie Naito
Uemura, Kimi Sue
	 Mem of Katsuko Matsumoto
Yokomizo, Joyce
	 Mem of EllenTakayama

OBON
Chang, Kashima, Kevin & Sara
Kurotori, Gray, Dee Dee, Kurotori Family
Dougherty, Bill & Leslie
Eastly, Stacy & John
Endo, Donald & Kathy
Endo, Michael
Futaba, Pahta, Pati & Jon
Hayashida, JoAnne
Heselden, Jean
	 Mahalo to Keiju Terada for visiting 		
	 Makawao Hongwanji for our 
 	 Obon Festival
Hiramoto Perry, Lorel & Adrienne
Hirota, Nancy
	 Mem of Akira Ike Hirota
Hisaoka, Patti
Ide, Gordon
	 Mem of Agnes Mitsue Ide & 
	 Chester Masaru Ide
Kaneshige, Don & Clare
Kano, Judy
Kaplan, Gay & Harvey
Kawata, Jean
Kido, Rob & Teri
Masuyama Bergland, June & Harry
Minamoto, John
Miyamura, Kurt & Kimi
Nagata, Brian
Nakaso, Lynn 
Nasu-Best, Kimberly
Neishi, Chris
	 Obon dance practice refreshments
Okamoto, Linda
	 Mem of Kazumi and Miyeko Okamoto

Okano, Doris
Rivera, Rene
Shiraishi, Richard
	 Mem of Sumi Shiraishi
Soto, Gary & Carolyn
	 Obon Dance Practice Donation
Takagaki, Jon & Linda
Takahashi, Lamont, Peggy & Alan
	 Mem of Takeshi and Itsu Takahashi
Tani, Ed
	 Mem of Tamotsu Tani, Matsuye Tani, 		
	 Takeko Aline McVicker, Carl Tani
Terada, Lillian
	 Obon Festival Appreciation
Terada, Keiju & Ruth
Terada, Lily
	 Mem of Kazayuki Terada & Masoru 
	 Terada
Terusaki, Steven & Kathy
Umezu, Rev. Kodo & Janet
Yoshisato, Reiko

GOTANE FUJIMATSURI 
Chang, Kashima, Kevin & Sara
	 Kieshiki Ceremony & Shikisho
Hollins, Lewis, Lyman & Barbara
	 Kieshiki Ceremony 
Magome, Betty
	 Kieshiki Ceremony 
Maramba-Ferrell, Anne
	 Kieshiki Ceremony
Terada, Lillian
	 Emily’s Kieshiki Ceremony

NOKOTSUDO 
Kato, Cynthia
Magome, Betty

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Wanto Hiroshima Nikkeijin Kai

SHOTSUKI 
Aochi, Masao
Kurotori, Gray, Dee Dee, Kurotori Family
	 Mem of Rose Kurotori
Endo, Brian & Cynthia
	 Mem of Tomoko Endo - 7th year
Endo, Hanayo
Grohl, Renie
	 Mem of James Grohl
Hirota, Nancy
	 Mem of Masajiro Hirota
Hoshide, Norma
	 Mem of Ishi Hoshide 

                        CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BCO would like to acknowledge the donations from our members and friends. We are very grateful and appreciative of 
your continued generosity and kindness. Thank you! 

Donations
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125 Years – Receiving Wisdom & Compassion with Appreciation & Gratitude
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
think we can safely say that BCO has 

seen a LOT of change over the years!

Another thing to help us think 

about BCO’s 125 years is intercon-

nectedness, another foundational  

Buddhist teaching. This profound  

realization about the interdependence 

of all things speaks to our relation-

ships, not just with people but with all 

things. I was fortunate to be assigned 

as a kind of “intern” at BCO while I was 

a student at the Institute of Buddhist 

Studies. I got to know the late Rev.  
Dr. Seigen Yamaoka – who was the 

minister at the time – and his family, as  

well as many of the members. When 

I was later assigned in 2009 as the 

BCO minister, those earlier connec-

tions were really special – especially 

as some of those I had met during my 

internship had since passed away. 

I know that each of you – whether 

a newer member or from a legacy fam-

ily of multiple generations stretching 

back to the founding – have your own 

web of connections. Through BCO we 

have connections not only to our fam-

ily, but to other members, whether in 

the past or now. Reflecting on these  

relationships, as well as the various 

changes that we all go through, can 

help us see better where we are now, 

and also offers us aspirations for the 

future. The history of BCO includes a 

lot of difficulty, for individuals, fami-

lies, and society. The Buddhist Church  

of Oakland gave, and continues to 

give, access to the Wisdom and  

Compassion of the Buddha Dharma 

to help us navigate these challenges. 

Let’s celebrate and honor BCO with 

Gratitude and Compassion!  n

Donations  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 
SHOTSUKI (CONTINUED) 
Imazumi, Sharon

Mem of Mary Aochi, Stanley Aochi
Isono, Richard

Mem of Sadaichiro Isono
Katayama, Christine, Dennis & Lyn

Mem of of Sakaye Katayama 
Kato, Cynthia

Mem of Kato Aunties & Uncles
Kato, Cynthia

Mem of Kaz & Mitsuye Kato
Masuyama, Bergland, June & Harry

Mem of Shigeko Yamaoka
Matsutani, Koichi

Mem of Toshikazu Matsutani
Nomura, Denise
	 Shotsuki

Otake-Rivera, Julia & Charles
Mem of Miyaki Otake

Oto, Brown, Carrie & Brad
Mem of Kimi Worrell

Ozawa, Robert
Memory of Kimiye Ozawa 17th year 

Ozawa Family, Steven
Mem of Kimiye Ozawa - 17th year

Sakauye, Keiko
Mem of Akira & Rurie Nakamura

Shigematsu & Family, Diane
Mem of David Shigematsu

Tamori, Bob
Mem of Nobu Tamori, 
Kumetaro Tamori

Tani, Ed
Mem of Chuguro Tani

Taniguchi, Gary & Teresa
Mem of Mitsuo Taniguchi,
Matsusuke Taniguchi, Shizuo 

	 Yamamoto
Terusaki, Steven & Kathy

Mem of Tamaki Kanda
Ueda, Toyoko & Minoru

Mem of Bishop Rev. Yamaoka 
and Mrs. Yamaoka

Yokomizo, Tomoyuki
Shotsuki for Patrcia Ono Yokomizo

Yokoyama, Eddie & Terry
	 Shotsuki
Yoshida, Fusae

Mem of Takao Fujii  n

Keirokai Senior Appreciation Service 2026
THIS YEAR WE WILL HONOR OUR KEIROKAI MEMBERS DURING OUR 125TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AND 
Banquet Celebration on Saturday, October 17th. 

Did you turn 75 this year? If so, and if you would like to join Keirokai, please contact the office  

at 510-832-5988 or officebco@buddhistchurchofoakland.org - we would like to honor you at the 125th Service and  

Banquet.  n
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President’s Message  CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
has been involved in supporting a new 

updated version of the exhibit with 

volunteers from our Sangha who are 

filmed reading Executive Order 9066 in 

significant locations in Oakland: across 

the street from OMCA where the buses 

loaded up members of the community 

to send to Assembly Centers; at the 

site of the Wanto Grocery store where 

the iconic photo by Dorothea Lange 
captures the “I am an American” ban-

ner; and on the steps of the Buddhist 

Church of Oakland that was the center 

for the East Bay Japanese American 

community and where many of BCO’s 

Sangha members stored their personal 

belongings during the War.

The opportunity to resurrect the 

exhibit and have it on display in Oak-

land offers a new perspective on the 

Japanese American incarceration at a 

time when individuals of other com-

munities are being rounded-up and 

incarcerated without due process. 

Thank you to Joemy Ito-Gates and 

Rev. Bridge who, together with my 

limited involvement, have collabo-

rated with OMCA to bring an Oakland 

and BCO perspective to this exhibit.

The exhibit opens on September 18 

and runs through December 26, 2026.

BeHere / 1942: A New Lens on the 
Japanese American Incarceration  is 

an exhibition you won’t want to miss.

BCO Golf Fun Day: The annual BCO 

Golf Day is happening on Monday Sep-

tember 28th. The venue again will be 

the Berkeley Country Club at the top 

of Cutting Blvd in the East Bay hills in  

El Cerrito. It is a shot-gun start for the 

foursomes. It should be a beautiful day 

as the golfers navigate the hills of the 

course. The Committee under the lead-

ership of Keiju Terada has been hard at 

work preparing for this annual event. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers and 

donors who make this event a success 

each year.

125th Anniversary of the Buddhist 
Church of Oakland: The 125th Planning 

Committee and all  its subcommittees 

are in the last weeks of preparation to 

celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the 

Church. It is remarkable to realize that 

Shin Buddhism has been part of the 

East Bay community for half the life 

of the United States. Before there was 

a Bay Bridge, Jodo Shinshu ministers 

would have to come by ferry to Oak-

land to conduct services. It was in 1901 

that the Buddhist Church of Oakland 

established itself as a temple to serve  

a burgeoning Japanese American 

community in the East Bay. 

The anniversary celebration kicks-

off on September 13th, the first service 

for the new Dharma School year. Spe-

cial activities for the Dharma School 

students and an otoki for all who at-

tend the Dharma Family Service and 

September Shotsuki Hoyo are planned 

to celebrate the 125th.

The official 125th celebration will 

take place on Saturday October 17 

with service at Church in the newly re-

furbished and air-conditioned Hondo. 

Following a group photo in front of the 

Church, attendees will find their way to 

the banquet luncheon 3 blocks away 

at the Oakland Asian Cultural Center 

Hall on 9th Street between Franklin & 

Webster in the heart of Oakland’s Chi-

natown. The Anniversary program will 

be emceed by Ryan Yamamoto; Chan-

nel 5 KPIX Evening News anchor whose 

grandfather built the shoji screens that 

are iconic elements of the Church. The 

program will honor Keirokai members 

of the Church and will have a special 

welcome to Keirokai’s newest mem-

bers. Those in attendance will experi-

ence the musical talents of Shirley Mu-
ramoto Wong and Brian Wong on the 

koto, Miharu Okamura - Jr. YBA alum 

and Miko Shudo from Bombu Stories, 

and Rev. Bridge. Parking is available in 

 

the garage underneath the Center.

In anticipation of the 125th  

Anniversary celebration, the Facilities  

Operations & Maintenance Committee 

(FOMC) along with the 125th Anniver-

sary Committee has been working to 

make much needed upgrades to our 

facilities. The installation of air-condi-

tioning, restoration of areas & items 

in the Onaijin, Hondo renovations in-

cluding new lighting, audio upgrades, 

electrical rewiring, refurbishment of 

the pews, carpeting and painting have 

been completed. Yet to be done are the 

refurbishment of the 2/F foyer outside 

the Hondo, staircase and lobby includ-

ing new hardware and locking mecha-

nisms for the main front doors of the 

Church. Also being renovated will be 

the ground floor restrooms; and the up-

grades to the 2/F restroom and kitchen 

area to make it ADA accessible.

Funds to tackle all these facility 

improvements continue to be a chal-

lenge. Monies from the 125th Anniver-

sary Campaign provide a portion of 

the funding; however, it is only with the 

generosity of all of Sangha members 

and other supportive individuals and 

organizations that we can tackle these 

improvements for the long-term care 

of the Church. Please consider tax-effi-

cient ways of giving, including Required 

Minimum Distributions (RMD’s); Quali-

fied Charitable Distributions (QDC’s); 

commitment in your estate plan that 

designates the Buddhist Church of 

Oakland as a beneficiary, among other 

giving strategies. If you would like to 

consider these options and/or others, 

please give the Church office a call so 

that we can set up a time for discussion 

and how best to move forward.

The next few months will be a time 

to reflect and appreciate the value that 

comes from Church and the engaged 

and supportive community that we have 

at the Buddhist Church of Oakland.  n 
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HOST 10: TRICIA TAMURA-LI 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT 

    01 02 03 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 am 
Momijikai 
 
10:00 am 
REACH West  
Issei Kaikan 
 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 

  
9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
 
 

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 
 
10:00 am 
Shotsuki & Dharma 
Family Service 
In person & online 
 
 

   
 
 
7:00 pm 
Executive Committee 
Meeting 

 
10:00 am 
REACH West  
Issei Kaikan 
 
11:00 am 
Concord Howakai 
 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 

  
9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
1:00 pm 
Study Class 
 
1:00 pm 
Ikebana 
Issei kaikan 
 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 
10:00 am 
Dharma School 
Service 
Eshinni/Kakushinni 
Lady Ohtani & Adult 
Dharma Service 
In person & online 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

10:00 am 
Momijikai 
 
10:00 am 
REACH West  
Issei Kaikan 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 

 

 

 
No Japanese 
Language School 
 
BCO 125th 
Anniversary Service 
& Celebration 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 
10:00 am 
Dharma Family 
Service 
In person & online 
 

 
 

 
 
7:00 pm 
Finance Committee 
Meeting   

 

 
 
7:00 pm 
FOMC Meeting 
(Facilities Operations 
& Maintenance 
Committee) 
 
 

10:00 am 
REACH West  
Issei Kaikan 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 

 
Busshin Articles 
Due 

 
9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
 
 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 
10:00 am 
Dharma School 
Service 
In person & online 
 
11:00am 
Dharma School 
Halloween Party 

 

 

  10:00 am 
REACH West  
Issei Kaikan 
 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 
7:00 pm  
Task Force on Finance  

  
9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
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HOST 11: LYMAN HOLLINS 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT 

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 
10:00 am 
Shotsuki Memorial 
Service 
In person & online 
 
11:15 am 
OBWA Card 
Workshop & 
Hanko Sale 
 

 
 

  
 
7:00 pm 
Board of Directors 
Meeting 
 

 

 

 

10:00 am 
Momijikai 
 
10:00 am 
REACH West 
Issei Kaikan 
 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 

 9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
 
 

08 09 10 11 12 13 14 
10:00 am 
Dharma Family 
Service 
In person & online 
 

   
 

10:00 am 
REACH West 
Issei Kaikan 
 

11:00 am 
Concord Howakai 
 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School 

 9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
1:00 pm 
Study Class 
 
1:00 pm 
Ikebana 
Issei Kaikan 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
10:00 am 
Eitaikyo Service 
In person & online 
 
11:15 am 
Otoki Lunch 

  
 
7:00 pm 
Finance Committee 
Meeting 
 

 
 
7:00 pm 
FOMC Meeting 
(Facilities 
Operations & 
Maintenance 
Committee) 
 

10:00 am 
Momijikai 
 
10:00 am 
REACH West 
Issei Kaikan 
6:30 pm 
Japanese Language 
School  

 9:30 am 
Japanese Language 
School 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
10:00 am 
Dharma School 
Service 
In person & online 
 

    
Thanksgiving 
Holiday 
Office Closed 

 
Thanksgiving 
Holiday 
Office Closed 

 

No Japanese 
Language School 
 

29 30      
No Service 
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