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September is a turning point in
many ways. For one thing,

Dharma School starts up again. It’s
been nice having the “summer off” but
it will be great to see all the Dharma
School kids again and make another
effort to learn everyone’s names! When
I started back in January it was a little
odd coming in half-way through the
“school year,” so this gives me a
chance to make a fresh start.

September 1st is also a very signifi-
cant date for me – I began my minis-
terial career at the Buddhist Church of
Lodi on September 1, 2006, so this
marks three years as a Kaikyoshi for
the Buddhist Churches of America.
Considering that I made the decision
to become a minister almost 15 years
ago, I am very happy to be doing what
I am doing.

We will also be celebrating the Fall
Ohigan service later in the month. In
Japanese Buddhism, Ohigan was con-
sidered a time when one could devote
oneself to practicing the Buddhist
path. My impression is that this was
because of the extreme weather during
summer and winter in Japan. Mild
spring and fall weather was too good
to pass up!

For me personally, I find that
Ohigan points me towards BALANCE.
Night and day are equal length, and
the temperature is generally at the
midpoint between too hot and too
cold. This balance in nature inspires

us to balance in our lives. This idea of
balance is reinforced by the Buddhist
teaching of the Middle Path. This is
the middle way between extremes,
which emerged from the Buddha’s per-
sonal spiritual quest: his early life was
one of pleasure, sheltered from the
harsh realities of life, the other
extreme being his initial efforts to find
the true meaning of life thro u g h
e x t reme ascetic practices of bodily
mortification. He finally sat beneath
the bodhi tree and received milk,
which, although forbidden in the asce-
tic practices, nourished his body and
allowed him to find the balance neces-
sary to achieve awakening. 

However, I find that the Middle Way
can be applied to various areas of our
life. One example that I thought of is
recycling. Sometimes, recycling can
seem like a hassle – we’ve gone this
long without worrying about separat-
ing compostable items, and if we do, it
sits around and spoils and gets smelly.
And what kind of container should
you use? I will admit that I feel this
way sometimes. But the other extreme
of completely ignoring the issue
results in damage to the environment
and major problems down the line, if
not for ourselves, then for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

I would suggest that we at least try
to walk a Middle Path between these
two extremes and improve our efforts.
During our Nikkoland Bazaar we did a
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really good job of separate garbage and
compostable waste. When I went on a
retreat and they didn’t have such a
program, I felt really weird throwing
everything away in the same place! We
may not be able to do it perfectly all at
once, but by continually trying to
improve, we can find a Middle Way,
balancing our own actions with an eye
towards the future.

In gassho,
Rev. Harry Gyokyo Bridge 
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TEMPLE TID-BITS

Classified Ad Section
We are planning to have a 

CLASSIFIED ADS section in the
Busshin. Let us know if you have
something you’d like to advertise.
Be sure to give a detailed descrip-
tion, photo if possible, price, and a
contact. Email to: joyce@yokomi-
zo.com or mail to the Buddhist
Church of Oakland, 825 Jackson
St., Oakland CA 94607.

President’s Musings
BY STEVE TERUSAKI

With the last strains of Obon-
no Uta, the dancers on

Jackson Street made their last fan
wave with their uchiwa and the
Buddhist Church of Oakland’s Obon
Festival ended with everyone thor-
oughly enjoying the evening. Special
thanks to the Chidori Band from San
Jose for providing the live music for
the odori; Gary Tominaga as master of
ceremonies for the odori program; and
to the many individuals and groups
who came out and participated in the
Odori. I would also like to especially
recognize the efforts of Chieko Endo,
Dora Negoro, Ruth Shimada a n d
Valerie Otsuka for leading the odori
practices for the three weeks prior to
the Festival to make sure that every-
one knew the dances well.

The Obon Festival offers the larger
community a chance to see and listen
to cultural performances and displays
from groups formally and informally
associated with the Church. A special
thank you goes to Shirley Muramoto,
Brian Wong and their students for a
beautiful koto recital; and to the
Berkeley Library readers who per-

f o rmed a the reading of Sadako’s
Cranes accompanied by the koto
ensemble. Also, I would like to thank
Madame Fujimoto and her students of
the Ohana School for the beautiful flo-
ral displays; and Madame Fujimoto
and her students of the Uransuke
school of tea for the exquisite cha-no-
yu with Rev. Michael Endo as moder-
ator. Finally, special thanks to Rev.
Harry for hosting tours of the Hondo
for visitors and interested individuals
about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and
the history of the Buddhist Church of
Oakland even after coming out at 4:30
AM to make sushi gohan. As Rev.
Harry said in his Obon service dharma
message, the Festival is really about
sharing in the wonderful community
(sangha) of the Buddhist Church of
Oakland. Each year it goes without
saying that the success of the Obon
Festival is a direct result of the amaz-
ing efforts of all the volunteers who
come out to support the Church. We
a re truly grateful for every o n e ’s 
dedication and sacrifice; and for the 
expert leadership provided by June
M a s u y a m a, chairperson for this 
year’s Festival.

Finally, thank you to Maya Lawrence
and the rest of the Board of Directors
of the church for preparing otoki after
the Obon service. It is exhausting
enough to get through Saturd a y ’s
Obon Festival events and then to 
p re p a re otoki is one-step beyond. 
Thank you!

On a separate note, I would like to
make everyone aware of an action that
was taken by the University of
California at the recent UC Regents
meeting in San Francisco. The action
taken by the Regents will result in the
a w a rd of honorary degrees to the
many Nisei students who were
uprooted from their studies as a result

of the relocation of Japanese
Americans from the West Coast after
Pearl Harbor. This is of particular his-
torical significance since the
University of California has been
steadfast in its moratorium on provid-
ing honorary degrees. The award of
these honorary degrees is being done
on a one-time basis because of the
injustice that was perpetrated by
Executive Order 9066 that directly
affected the Nisei students. Our own
Judy Sakaki, vice president of Student
Affairs for UC, was instrumental in
guiding the process to achieve this
recognition to the more than 700 UC
students enrolled at the various cam-
puses of the University of California in
1942. There currently is an effort to
identify all the affected students so
that these honorary degrees can be
a w a rded. The degrees will also be
awarded posthumously to those who
have passed on. If you are one of the
many who was affected by the
Relocation; or if you know of others,
including those who have passed on,
please provide your information to 
the Church office, or directly to 
Judy Sakaki.

In Memoriam
The Buddhist Church of

Oakland extends its deepest sym-
pathies to the families of the fol-
lowing people who have returned
to the realm of Wisdom &
Compassion:

Billie Takako Watahara 
July 21, 2009

May the family members find
solace and comfort in the
Nembutsu, NamuAmidaButsu.
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Autumn Higan
Service 
Sunday, September 20
10:00 a.m.

The Autumn Equinox signals the
change of season and activities

f rom the hot summer days to the cool
fall days, a time of reflection, re m e m-
bering the historical significance of
Ohigan, and the teachings of Shinran
Shonin. Also the OBWA will honor
the memories of Eshinni, Kakushinni
and Lady Yoshiko Ohtani as impor-
tant women of the Jodo Shinshu sect.
Please join us for Otoki after 
the service. 

The Buddhist Church of Oakland
wishes to extend its heartfelt

congratulations to Madame Michiya
Hanayagi who was named one of the
recipients of the 2009 Spring
Conferment of Decoration (Kunsho)
by the Japanese Government.

Madame Hanayagi, founder of the
Michiya Hanayagi Dance Studio and
Grand Master of the Hanayagi School
of Japanese Classical Dance, was pre-
sented with the The Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays at a
special ceremony on June 2, 2009 at
the residence of the Japanese Consul
General in San Francisco. For over 50
years, Madame Hanayagi has and con-
tinues to dedicate her life to sharing
the art of Japanese Buyo dance here in
America. This award was bestowed
upon her for her contribution towards

Madame Michiya
Hanayagi Honored
by the Japanese
Government

Youth Club News
BY DAVE HIROTA

On Thursday, July 16, 2009, the
Momiji Kai members were

treated to a wonderful luncheon hon-
oring the 93rd birthday for Mr. George
Y o k o y a m a. HAPPY BIRT H D AY ! ! !
George, and many, many more.

The event was hosted by George’s
three daughters, Gayle Inada, Lynn
Chung, and Janice Tahara. The mem-
bers wish to express our sincere appre-
ciation to the girls for including us in
the celebration.

Thank you to Ms. Fumi Soga for the
very generous monetary gift on the
occasion of her 90th birthday.

Thursday, August 9, 2009, we will
be hosting a group of college students
from various schools who are mem-
bers of the California Japanese
American Leadership intern program.
They will be lead by Ms. Laura
Takeuchi.

The students will be spending the
day observing our activities which
generally commence at 10:00am with
a short service and talk by Rev. Bridge.
We then move on to a general meeting.
Ms. Pattie Hirota arrives to lead us in
yoga exercises for about an hour and
we break for lunch. We will be hosting
a light lunch for our visitors and then
on to our social activities for the after-
noon. We look forward to welcoming
the students.

A bus trip is being planned for the
near future, but have not decided on
any specific location.

Our next meeting will be Thursday,
August 20, 2009 from 10:00am. 

Momiji Kai News
BY NANCY YAMAMOTO

It is already August and the
upcoming basketball season will

soon be upon us. Registrations for the
2009-2010 season are now due, the
f o rms can be downloaded at the
Buddhistchurchofoakland.org website
under the Youth club tab. Instructions
are on the form. It is important to turn
in your forms asap so we can make
plans for rosters, practice gyms and
uniforms. We are especially in need of
fifth and sixth grade boys for our D
team. Once again all church members
and/or grandchildren of church mem-
bers are guaranteed roster spots as
long as the required paperwork is sub-
mitted to the league prior to the league
deadlines for eligibility.

On behalf of the church, I would
like to thank our families for volun-
teering their time and efforts at the
mochitsuki, bazaar, and Obon. All
t h ree events were huge successes
which would not have been possible
without the volunteer efforts provide
by the club. Looking ahead I am antic-
ipating another great season of excit-
ing basketball for our youth club fam-
ilies. If your child is watching too
much television and/or playing too

p romoting cultural exchange and
mutual understanding between Japan
and the United States.

A resident of Oakland, California,
Madame Hanayagi holds a very spe-
cial place in the hearts of the Bay Area
communities and particularly with
our Buddhist Church of Oakland fam-
ily because of her many years of lead-
ership and participation in our annual
Summer Obon Dance Festival.

Congratulations Hanayagi Sensei,
for an honor well-deserved! 

many video games please come join
our program for some physical 
e x e rcise and a great time out of 
the house. 
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Summer is almost over and
thoughts are beginning to turn

to school. I hope you are having an
enjoyable summer and had a good
time at the Church Picnic. The
Dharma School Teachers will be meet-
ing with Rev. Bridge on August 30th
to hold their Annual Study Workshop
and conduct their Teachers’ Meeting. 

The 2009-2010 Dharma School
year will begin Sunday, September 6th
at 10:00 am. After class, there will be
a Welcome Back Luncheon. We look
forward to seeing you again. Birthday
Sunday will also be celebrated. We
will be celebrating both August and

Dharma
School News…
BY JANET UMEZU

Do you have a favorite
recipe that you would like to
share? OBWA is collecting
recipes for a new cookbook.
Please send your recipes along
with any interesting notes
about them to JoAnne
Hayashida c/o  Buddhist
Church of Oakland, 825
Jackson Street, Oakland,
94607. Recipes are due
September 30.

OBWA Cookbook

Even through our hectic summer
schedules, the Jr. YBA found

time to get together for many memo-
rable events. The first affair this month
was the annual Bay District San Luis
Obispo retreat hosted by the Oakland
Jr. YBA. We all arrived at the San Luis
Obispo temple on Friday July 3rd and
stayed for two nights. Our own Rev.
Harry Bridge stayed with us along with
Rev. Kobata, Rev. Furumoto, R e v .
Yamada, and both Taniguchi Senseis .
Thank you to all the reverends for
their inspirational Dharma messages.  

We spent our weekend in various
workshops brought to us by different
chapters as well conducting/attending
many services. There was a huge
turnout this year—-about 70 kids! It
was a great bonding time for all of us!
Each participant was in a toban group
led by a reverend. The responsibilities
for each toban included setting up and
cleaning up before and after meals as
well as leading services. Some mem-
bers from each of the toban group
even gave a dharma message!  

Every year, we pay a visit to the
nearby beach where we have a service.
We would like to thank Ms. Bonnie
Okamura and Miharu Okamura for
getting very involved in bringing
together and running the re t re a t
smoothly. We would also like to thank
the advisors who accompanied us
from Oakland including: Mrs. Chung,
Ms. Okamura, Mrs. Takagaki, Mr. and
Mrs. Terusaki, and Mr. and Mrs.
Tominaga. Thank you all for helping
to make this San Luis Obispo retreat
another wonderful experience!  

The next Bay District Jr. YBA get-
together was the summer activity host-
ed at Great America and Mountain

Jr. YBA News 
BY LYNNE TAKAGAKI

View this year. We enjoyed a fun day of
rides and bonding! We started our day
at Great America and around dinner,
the group drove over to visit the Mt.
View Buddhist Te m p l e ’s annual bazaar.
Thank you to Mrs. Takagaki for being
O a k l a n d ’s advisor for the day!

Our last event for the month of July
was the Buddhist Church of Oakland’s
picnic in Pleasant Hill. The Jr. YBA was
responsible for the dharma school chil-
d re n ’s games. It was a lot of fun to host
the games and watch all of the kids. We
also supplied the water balloon toss
and fight. Thank you to all of the fami-
lies that helped supply the many water
balloons needed for the games and toss.
Also, thank you all for coming out and
helping with the games! In conclusion,
we would like to thank all of the fami-
lies that continuously support and help
the Oakland Jr. YBA! 

September Birthdays. We hope to see:
Alyssa Cho, Collin Chung, G l e n n
K a m i t a, G e n e v i e v e
M a s u o k a, T r e v i
P e n d r o, S a m i a
N e i s h i, A l i s o n
Takagaki and Sydney
W o n g ( A u g u s t
Babies) along with
Devin Cho, Renzo Costarella a n d
Emiko Masamori (September Babies)

In 2010, the BCA will be observing
Shinran Shonin’s 750th Memorial.
One of the activities being held to
commemorate this event is a Dharma
School Art Contest. Please see details
in the flyer included in this newsletter.

Finally thank you to Mr. & Mrs. Sam
Yoneyama for all their years of service
to the Dharma School and their gener-
ous dana. Until September 6th, enjoy
the rest of your summer.



BUSSHIN SEPTEMBER 2009

•5•

Obon 2009



BUSSHIN SEPTEMBER 2009

•6•

Picnic 2009
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September Shotsuki Memorial Service
Service: Sunday, September 13, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon by Reverend Harry Gyokyo Bridge

Family and friends are invited to attend this monthly memorial service for those listed below. If any errors appear in the
list below, please notify the church office at (510) 832-5988 at your earliest convenience. Next month’s Shotsuki

Service will be held on Sunday, October 4, 2009 at 10:30 a.m.

Mrs. Satsuki Abe

Mr. Joe Deguchi 33rd year

Mr. John Fujimoto

Mrs. Nui Fujimoto

Mrs. Fumi Fukawa

Mrs. Chieko Harada

Ms. Hatsumi Hirao

Mr. Tatsumi Hori

Mr. Harry Hoshi

Mr. Masuji Idehara

Mr. Suekichi Idehara

Mr. Kanroku Kada

Mr. Masauru Kanada

Mr. Masutaro Kanesaki

Mr. Harry Katayama

Mrs. Tomi Kisanuki

Mr. Nobuo Kitagaki

Mr. Komae Kobata

Mrs. Sada Koizumi

Mrs. Ruth Kosut

Mrs. Toyo Kuwahara

Mrs. Mitsu Matsui

Mr. Ronald Matsui

Miss Alice Ayako Matsutani

Mr. James Messenzehl 13th year

Ms. Alice Minamidani

Mr. Eizo Minamidani

Mr. Toshiro Minamoto

Mr. Toshio Mitsuda

Mr. Kenso Miura

Mr. Kameso Miyamoto

Mrs. Aiko Mizuhara

Mr. RayMori

Mrs. Tsuru Mori

Mr. Zenshiro Mori

Mr. Harukichi Murakishi

Mr. Tsurkichi Nagafuji

Mrs. Harumi Nagai

Mrs. Tsuru Naito

Mr. John Nakagawa

Mrs. Rowena Nakagawa 1st year

Mr. Magohei Nakagiri

Mr. Kengo Nakahara

Mr. Chiytaro Nakano

Mr. Kenichi Nakano

Mrs. Kofuji Nakano 50th year

Mrs. Yoshiko Nakao

Mrs. Toyoko Nakao

Mr. Kikutaro Nakashima

Mrs. Sandra Nakashima 1st year

Mrs. Yoi Nakashima

Mrs. Ito Nishimoto

Mr. Ako Noda

Mrs. Fumiko Obayashi

Mrs. Mary Fujiye Ogawa 3rd year

Mrs. Kaw Oka

Mr. George Richard Okano

Mr. Danzaburo Okawa

Mr. Koso Sasaki

Mrs. Kazuko Seiji

Rev. Shusei Shimada

Mr. Shegeru Shimamura

Mrs. Miyoko Shimizu 1st year

Mr. Mitsuo Shintani

Mr. Kazunori Sunada

Mr. Kusutaro Sunayama

Ms. Marsha Tagami

Mr. Kazuo Takahashi

Mrs. Fumiye Takashima

Mr. George Takashima 13th year

Mrs. Sugi Takashima

Mrs. Harue Tamura 50th year0

Mr.  Gihei Tanada

Mrs. Hanako Terakawa Tamura

Mrs. Hayano Toyofuku

Mrs. Chiyo Tsuchiya

Mr. Muraku Tsuchiya

Mrs. Tome Tsujimoto

Mr. Kaoru Umeki

Mr. George Ushijima

Mr. Sadakichi Wada

Mrs. Tomo Watanabe

Mr. Jerry Yamamoto

Mr. Masaru Yamamoto

Mr. Sashichi Yamamoto

Mrs. Shiyogi Yoshida

Mr. George S. Yoshioka

Mr. Tadaichi Yoshioka 

DEADLINE FOR 
OCTOBER 2009 BUSSHIN 
ARTICLES: September 8th

A rticles submitted after this
date may not be printed. Send
a rt i c l e s to Joyce Yokomizo:

email: joyce@yokomizo.com 
fax: (415) 970-0810 
You can also send articles to

Tomita Shimamoto at the church
office.

BUSSHIN COLLATION by the
B o a rd on Thursday, September
1 7t h at 7:30 p.m.
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6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

September 2009

9:00 a.m.
OBWA Mtg

10:00 a.m. 
Family Dharma

& Shotsuki 
Service

7:00 p.m.
Youth Club

Busshin
Articles Due!

7:00 p.m. Busshin
Collating by the

Board

Office Closed
Holiday

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma

Service 
Adult Study

1:00 p.m.
Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Memorial Service

7:00 p.m
Fukuoka Sister

City Ass’n

7:00 p.m
Concord
Howakai

7:00 p.m
EBYAL

7:30 p.m
Board Meeting

2:00 p.m
Ikebana

10:00 a.m 
BDMA (SACBC)

10:00 a.m.
Momiji Kai

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

No Service
10:00 a.m

OBWA Cypress
House

10:00 a.m
OBWA Cypress

House

10:00 a.m
OBWA

Home/Hospital
Visitation
Concord

10:00 a.m
OBWA

Home/Hospital
Visitation
Oakland

10:00 a.m.
Fall Ohigan/Esshin-ni,

Kakushinni,Lady
Yoshiko Ohtani

Memorial Service

12:00 p.m.
Otoki

6:00 p.m.
Ashland Howakai
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1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

October 2009

9:00 a.m.
OBWA Mtg

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma,
Shotsuki Service

Fukuoka Sister
City Memorial

Service

7:00 p.m.
Collate Busshin

by Dharma
School

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

10:00 a.m
Momiji Kai

10:00 a.m
OBWA Cypress

House

7:30 p.m.
BCO Nominating

Committee

10:00 a.m
OBWA Cypress

House

10:00 a.m
OBWA Cypress

House

Busshin
Articles Due!

7:00 p.m.
Fukuoka Sister

City

6:30 p.m.
OBWA

Nominating
Committee

6:30 p.m.
BD Council Mtg

at Berkeley
Buddhist
Temple

7:00 p.m.
Youth Club

7:30 p.m.
Concord
Howakai

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

1:00 p.m
Hiroshima Ken
Jin Kai Bingo

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

12:00 noon
Jr. YBA

Halloween Prep

9:00 a.m
Japanese School

2:00 p.m
Ikebana

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

7:30 p.m
Board Meeting

7:30 p.m
BCO Calendar

Meeting

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma

Service 
Adult Study

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma

Service &
Halloween Party

10:00 a.m.
Family Dharma

Service, 
Keirokai

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke

10:00 a.m.
Wanto Shodo Kai

1:00 p.m.
Line Dance

7:30 p.m.
Karaoke


